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{ Abstract )

The respective history of the Chinese Ancient Dynasties from the era of the
ancient Emperors to the revolutionary era of Yin-Zhouk%/ was described in the
Rongchengshi&#% X, one of the texts in Shanghai Bowuguan zang Zhanguo
Chuzhushu(IT ) _F- g 197 i % B 48 47 25 (=) discovered in 1994 at an antique market
in Hong Kong. Drawn from the historical explanations expressed in it, the
anonymous author’s own views on history could be observed as largely being

Following the advent of the recently excavated bamboo slips of Rongchengshi,
a careful reconsideration is urgently needed to the established interpretation on the
origin of the ritual of resignation in the relevant academic circles. Because it
shows us that the ritual of resignation as a way of the succession, judging from
my analysis, was already realized by Nine Emperors(‘Rongchengshi’, Zunlushi%: &
IG, Hexushifi& K, Gaoxinshif ¥,  Cangjieshi&#iIG,  Xuanyuanshififiii [,
Shennongshiifi £ 1, #iiG, and Baoxishif#: and maybe the more) before the
era of ‘Yao-Shun'ZE%¢.

Accordingly, the aforementioned fact, which has never been elaborated in the
previous texts including the first Chinese historiography Shiji®it, is the only
peculiar feature to the Rongchengshi itself. Thus, a simple but empirically
important question could be raised here: Was this way of description an
exceptional case, even as unaccepted in Warring States Period at that time? If
then, the Rongchengshi could not but help being evaluated merely as a buried

historical texts, without any influence on the ancient Chinese, along with its
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author.

The Chu bamboo slips Tangyu zhi daoffii.23& from Guodian ChujianZl
excavated in 1993, however, has a very similar content to the Rongchengshi in
relevance to the historical existence of the ritual of resignation. From the
sentence, expressed in Tangyu zhi dao, that “the sudden rise of ‘Six Emperors’ /<
# was due to the practice of resignation like the period of Yao-Shun”, it could
be easily presumed that the ‘Six Emperors’ was closely connected to the ‘Nine
Emperors’ and maybe the more at that time.

Comparing with the related extant literary texts and the excavated materials in
a vigorous way, in this paper, I explore four significant questions from a more
critical stand to the conventional studies. First of all, I explicate the
distinctiveness of the Rongchengshi as an academically very precious materials.
Secondly, and closely related to the above, I evaluate its status or significance in
the history of the Chinese ancient thoughts. And thirdly, I make an endeavor to
trace back to the date of its transcription. Finally, and the most crucially, I
attempt to show what Schools it was originated from and what connections it
had with the Schools in the acient China.

In sum, some concluding remarks, having somewhat insightful and significant
implications for the further studies in these issues, could be drawn from my
exploration. Viewing from the historical perspective of thoughts, at first, the
legend of Ancient Dynasty’s Succession before Yao-Shun Era in the
Rongchengshi had some interactions directly and closely with Zhangziit -, Muziss
¥, Guanzi®¥ ¥, Xunzitijf and Tangyu zhi dao. Also in doing search for the
unification in a transitional epoch from the late to the end of the Warring States
period, the political stand of Shi#t: and Ke% was reflected in it as well as in the
Tangyu zhi dao because they actively wanted to suggest the most appropriate

model of the Emperor or the idealistic succession process and political realms.

¥ Key word: The Bamboo Books of the Chu Dynasty collected in the Shanghai
Museum, Rongchengshi(%4¥3([%), resignation, Bamboo slips from a Chu

tomb at Guodian(5)), Tangyu zhi dao(JFE 27 5H)
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