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Making the image of Korean Buddhism :
Focusing on the discourses of TAKAHASHI Toru
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{ Abstract )

TAKAHASHI Toru (1878-1967) was one of the most significant Koreanologists
in Japanese academic field He was a professor of Kyeongseong Imperial
University in the prewar period and Tenri University (department of Korean
studies) in the postwar period. He was majored in Korean intellectual history and
literature. His achievements, especially on Korean Confucianism and Buddhism, are
still referred and influential.

He wrote two pamphlets published by department of education of the
Government-General of Korea in 1920. This year was a year after of 3.1
Independent Demonstration. This riot might have demanded Japanese governors to
survey about Korean mentality and characteristics.

One of outcomes was Chousenjin (Korean People). The pamphlet tried to
explain the Korean character in the perspective of a essentialism in Korean race.
The other was a simple outline about history of Korean religions entitled Chousen
shukyoushi ni arawaretaru sinkou no tokushoku (The characteristics of faith in
the history of Korean religions) . He explained that Korean religions, especially its
Buddhism, were easily influenced by political condition. These pamphlets seemed
to be typically colonialistic, since such negative characteristics of Korean made
Japanese colonial rule legitimated as the Mission of civilization and enlightenment.
His discourses synchronized with the desire of Japanese Imperialism.

This article attempted to analyze his discourses in the perspective of

postcolonial critics and sociology of knowledge.

¥Key words: TAKAHASHI Toru, Knowledge of colonialism, Image of Korean
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