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Mutual Beneficence and Spirit’s Retum from Nature unto Itself:

Daesoon Thought Appraised via the Hegelian Notions of
Life and Spirit

EEE

Choi, 1I-Guy. Visiting Professor, Sang-Huh College in Konkuk University

Abstract: It is the aim of this paper to elucidate the meaning of ‘Sangsaeng’
in Daesoon Thought on the basis of its relation to Life and Spirit in the
philosophy of Hegel. To achieve this aim, this article compares three important
concepts from Daesoon Thought, namely the ‘gods of heaven and earth,’
‘Haewon’, and ‘Sangsaeng’ with Hegel’s ‘Life,” ‘Spirit,” and the ‘struggle
for recognition.” This paper will clarify the commonalities as well as the
differences between Daesoon Thought and Hegelian philosophy.

The comparison between Hegel’s concept of ‘life’ and the ‘gods of heaven
and earth’ shows a specific relationship between a life and a soul which
is characterized by duality. The point of similarity is that the two thoughts
regards the soul as the basis of all things in nature including the life
itself and spirit. This is the duality of the soul in nature and spirit as the
truth of nature. But the difference is that Hegel does not reduce all things
in nature including life itself to the soul as the truth of nature.
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This paper will argue that Hegel’s idea of spirit returning from nature to
itself has a similarity with the essence of Haewon in Haewon-sangsaeng,
Hegel insists that spirit submerges initially in nature just as human beings
in Daesoon Thought have inherent Won. The realization of the spirit in the
Subjective Spirit shows that the spirit sublimates this initial submergence in
nature und reveals itself in corporeality. This study will suggest that this
realization of spirit including the struggle for recognition may be interpreted
as the meaning of Sangsaeng.

Key Words: Haewon, Sangsaeng, life, spirit, struggle for recognition
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