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A Study on Communal Action as Found in the Ox
Seeking Pictures of Daesoon Thought
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Kim Yong-hwan. Professor, Department of Ethical Education Studies, Chungbuk
National University.

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to investigate communal action in
the Ox Seeking Pictures of Daesoon Thought as an expression of future
prospects. The Ox Seeking Pictures in Daesoon Thought seeks out renewal
of thought, renewal of life, and true living. Here, the Ox Secking Pictures
symbolize a world in which good fortune comes true according to faith in
Gucheon Sangje. The correlation between searching for the ox and the
supporting teachings of the Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth in
Daesoon shows the transformation of Daesoon prospects for achieving the
renewal of thought. The correlation between Deep Contemplation Leading
to Awakening and Finding and Following Heavenly Teachings shows the
transformation of Daesoon reason into a practice implemented in daily life.
The correlation between a human being’s awareness and the heavenly
paradise of the Later World shows transformation into true living based on
everyday practice and the practical transformation of one’s livelihood.

In this investigation, we can say that the Ox Seeking Pictures of
Daesoon symbolizes the realization of human dignity and respect for lives.

* FEetnl W47 E-mail: sunyanan@chungbuk.ac.kr
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No life should be destroyed or violated by another. Heaven, Earth, and
Humanity can be changed and born anew. The visions of the realization
of the heavenly paradise of the Later World show that this paradise in
the world results from Daesoon principles. This provides a unique insight
when compared to the bodhisattva ideal conveyed through the Ox Seeking
Pictures of Mahayana Buddhism.

Daesoon’s Ox Secking Pictures consist of a three-way interlocking of
renewal of thought, implementation in life, and the practical transformation
of one's livelihood. The communal spirituality based in Daesoon Truth
connects and mediates among people and appears in three aspects. Firstly,
it is thought to be a vision of the renewal of thought through the
“Virtuous Concordance of Yin and Yang.” Secondly, it is thought to be
the vision of a new life based upon the spirit of Mutual Beneficence.
Thirdly, it is thought to be a vision of true living through the realization
of human dignity.

Because of the appearance of the Ox Secking Pictures of Daesoon
Thought, this narrative picture shows the oxherd as searching for an ox
which is the symbol of Daesoon Truth and Dao. Even though he catches
the ox, he is still holds the rope to tie the ox to himself. He makes an
effort to keep the ox steady. Finally, the oxherd’s enlightenment becomes
the source of responsibility to help unenlightened people in their struggles.
In conclusion, it is necessary to interpret these paintings as the start of
the Later World.

Key words: The Ox Seeking Pictures, Future Prospects, Renewal of Thought,
Implementation in Life, The Practical Transformation of One’s
Livelihood, the Realization of Human Dignity, the Later World.
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