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Abstract: These days, the world finds itself in a time when 21st century
human and societal practices can benefit from alternative viable models;
as such models are desperately needed. Daesoon Jinrihoe seeks to show
one model inspired by the historical kings, Yao and Shun. In Daesoon
Jinrihoe, King Yao and King Shun (3£%% yo sun) are recollected and
projected into modern times. This paper is a study that examines what
aspects of Daesoon Thought go into understanding Kings Yao and Shun
and what insights their example can provide for modern people today.

In Daesoon Thought, the ‘Dao of Kings Yao and Shun’ has appeared
again because the ‘Era of the Great Opening (IHiHX gaebyeok shidae)’
has arrived, and this era is characterized by ‘Seeking Out the Beginning and
Returning to the Original Root (J5U4#A¥<A wonshi banbon).” This is not
simply a return to ancient times. The seeds that fall on the ground grow up
to overcome winds and rains, bring forth new fiuits in the autumn, and their
fruits contain the original seeds. The seeds are simultaneously the original
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seeds, but not the seeds themselves. Rather, they are complete bodies
condensed and infused with abundant experience gained after multitudinous
trials.

In Daesoon Thought, Kings Yao and Shun are analyzed from the
following four perspectives: first, as an ideal human image that combines the
qualities of Sages and Heroes (YEMff seong oong), second, as the historical
background behind the truth of the ‘Resolution of Grievances for Mutual
Beneficence (f#%FH/5),” third, as an ancient model of the ideal world, and
fourth, as Daesoon Jinrihoe’s ‘Mind Dharma (‘L¥%)’ and also as the classical
basis for the ‘Cultivation of Dao ({£iH).” However, the meaning of Kings
Yao and Shun in Daesoon Thought is not limited to traditional philosophical
thought but also contains certain crucial differences. In Daesoon Thought, the
qualities of sages and heroes are combined in a way that does not
compromise or penalize, but in accordance with the rule of law and beyond,
the ideal world is understood as a world in which there are no natural
disasters and everyone enjoys beauty and splendor.

Mind Dharma means the spiritual cultivation of the ‘Dao of Mutual
Beneficence’ as presented by Sangje (i the Supreme God) through
sincerity, respectfulness, and faithfulness (= seong, gyeong, shin). In
addition, through the core truth of Daesoon Thought, the Resolution of
Grievances for Mutual Beneficence, the resolution of the grudges associated
with Kings Yao and Shun will likewise eliminate the root-grudge plaguing
humanity and divine beings. In this paper, I intend to deepen my understanding
of Daesoon Thought through a study on our theology’s understanding of Kings
Yao and Shun, and I also wish to redefine the value of Daesoon Thought
through the symbolization and reinterpretation of ancient historical figures.

Key words: Dacsoon Thought, Kings Yao and Shun, Sages and Heroes,
the Ideal World, the Resolution of Grievances for Mutual
Beneficence, Mind Dharma
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