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m Abstract

The Incamation of Jesus and Jeungsan’s
Descending to Earth as a Human Being:
A Study of Religious Significance

Kim Jong-man

Research Professor, Research Institute of Korean Studies, Korea University

The incarnation of Jesus and Jeungsan's descending to earth as
a human being are important theological theories in their respective
religions, Christianity and Daesoon Jinrihoe. Both theories are the
doctrinal devices necessary for the religious description of each
religion. However, this kind of study is likely to result in a
theological study that generates religious apologia or explanations.
Therefore, it is impossible and meaningless to define the theory of
another religion as meta—discourse in terms of one’s own religious
viewpoint.

From a traditional theological point of view, the incarnation is
an exceptionalist case wherein God descended as a human being
named Jesus to save humanity from original sin. In the case of
Jeungsan’s descending to earth as a human being, its religious
features appear in various forms, so the attempt to unify these
two 1s not an objective method of religious studies. However, this

paper aims to find the religious significance of Jesus’ incarnation



and Jeungsan's descending to earth as a human being by
understanding them from a third—person terminology or third—person
religious viewpoint rather than from a specific theological position.
To this end, this paper will use Kim Jong—seo’s position that the
concept of Jeungsan's descending to earth as a human being was
borrowed from the concept of the incarnation of Jesus as the
premise of the research generated in this paper.

Therefore, this paper avoids the quest for “Total Christ” or
“Total Jeungsan” that integrates and views the divine and human
elements of Jesus and Jeungsan. This is because such a research
method becomes a theological study. Instead, it excludes
transcendental elements or metaphysical aspects that discuss the
divine pre—existences of Jesus and Jeungsan and clarifies the
significance of the incarnation and Jeungsan's descending to earth
as a human being at the physical level in terms which are
objective and verifiable.

According to this research methodology, this paper develops a
discussion after presupposing the hypothetical names of “incarnationist
religion” and “divine descent in human avatar religion.” However,
the two presuppositions mentioned above contain elements of
criticism that they are materialistic interpretations that completely
eliminate connotations of divinity and religious significance.
Nevertheless, it can be said that the two presuppositions have
academic significance due to the way in which they avoid the
current entanglement of transcendence and instead aim for

modernistic relevance.
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