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m Abstract

A Comparative Analysis of the New Religious
Thought Generated by Indigenous Korean Religions
from a Subaltern Perspective: Focusing on Choi
Je-woo, Kang Il-sun, and Park Jungbin

Park Jong-chun
Professor, Research Institute of Korean Studies, Korea University

In early modern Korea, the founders of three main—stream
indigenous new religions, Choi Je—woo (&JER), Kang I—sun
(Z£—=), and Park Jungbin (F#hEEMYS), were all ruined yangban, who
could no longer maintain the social dignity of yangban. Prior to
their regular religious activities, they earned livings as rural
teachers, peasants, merchants, and fortune—tellers. They were
marginalized for having declined from upper—class nobles to
lower—class people. Due to their subalternal status, they religiously
represented the inexpressible aspirations and resentments held by
various subalterns.

The millennial movements of marginal religions in the late Joseon
Dynasty exposed and deviated from the fetters of the established
order, but they did not propose a new alternative order to replace it.
Unlike these millennial movements, Choi Je—woo, Kang Il—sun, and

Park Jungbin all proposed utopian visions of post—subalternal
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alternative religions that systematically presented and practiced new
alternative worldviews characterized by the “Great Opening of the
Later World (#£°XBHRE).” The world they longed for was one wherein
anti—subalternal social regulation were overthrown, the oppression of
various subalterns end, and the established social order was replaced.

In this article, I have argued that three main—stream indigenous
Korean new religions, Donghak (Eastern Learning), the Jeungsan—
inspired religious movements, and Wonbulgyo (Won Buddhism) are
utopian alternative religions. I made this argument by analyzing
some aspects by which they represented subalterns and offered

subalterns a new religio—social status.

Keywords: indigenous Korean new religions, Subaltern, Choi Je-woo
(H#17%/%), Kang Il-sun (Z—{%), Park Jungbin (FMEHY), the
Great Opening of the Later World (£ KPfi#), alternative
religions
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