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m Abstract

A Study on the Deok and Its Practice in Daesoon
Thought: The Great Deok of Heaven and Earth of
Kang Jeungsan

Joo So-yeon:, Ko Nam-sik:*

Since ancient times, the word Deok (&, virtue) has been used
as a term in ethics. In the east, it originally meant ‘to acquire
(4/8), and during the warring states period, it was used to
indicate ‘personality’ or ‘value;’ especially for political leaders.
Then, in Confucianism, the word Deok developed into an ethical
term suggesting that people should acquire Deok in their action so
as to achieve human perfection.

In Daesoon Thought, Deok originates from the Dao, and the two
are close in the same manner that Yin and Yang are close and
interrelated. The Dao of Daesoon Thought indicates the Great Dao
of Heaven and Earth, which Gucheon Sangje had opened when he
performed his Gongbu (holy work) at Daewonsa Temple, is such
that the Great Deok was divided into the Deok of Heaven, the
Deok of Earth, and the Deok of Humanity. This allows for the
realization of Deok in each of the Three Realms. Jo Jeongsan, the
successor of Gucheon Sangje, said that he will inherit the Great

* Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Daesoon Theology, Daejin University
s+ Professor, Department of Daesoon Theology, Daejin University
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Deok originated from the Great Dao and enlighten the world to
the Dao. The cause of the accumulation of grievances in the
Three Realms was due to the failure to sufficiently spread Deok
throughout the Three Realms. The Later World is where Deok will
be offered in its full extent as it was secured by the
Cheonjigongsa (Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth) performed
by Gucheon Sangje. However, as the main agent of spreading
Deok is the heart—mind, humans need to cultivate their
heart—mind in the correct way. When humans finally become
Dotong—gunja (beings who are perfectly unified with the Dao) and
generously practice Deok in the world, there will be no grievances
anywhere in the Three Realms.

There are four ways of practicing Deok: Deok by caring for life,
Eondeok (Deok of speech), Gongdeok (practicing meritorious Deok),
and Podeok (spreading of Deok) to the world. Practicing the Deok
by caring for life is to save and protect living beings based on the
spirit of Jesaenguise (saving lives and curing the world).

Eondeok is practiced when people speak to others in a positive
way that fosters widespread goodness based on the spirit of
Sangsaeng (mutual beneficence). When people perform Gongdeok
they will be rewarded for their actions. Podeok can be realized
when the followers of Sangje spread the Great Dao of Heaven and
Earth based on the teachings of Daesoon Thought.

Keywords: the Great Deok of Heaven and Earth, cultivating the
heart-mind, opening the heart-mind, Deok by caring for
life, Eondeok, Gongdeok, Podeok
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