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m Abstract

Usages and Religious Takes on the Concept of Haewon

Ko Byoung-chul

Senior Researcher, The Academy of Korean Studies

The purpose of this article is to explain the conceptual changes
that the notion of Haewon (fi#%) has undergone by examining the
evolution of the usages of Haewon. In order to achieve this
purpose, I reviewed the conceptual connotations and denotations of
Haewon contained in data from the Joseon Dynasty (Section 2),
the Japanese colonial period (Section 3), and the scriptures and
major preceding research of Daesoon Jinrihoe (Section 4). The
research results described in this article are as follows.

First, Haewon is a term with historical, social, and cultural
characteristics. This means that Haewon, a term that has been
used since the Joseon Dynasty, was a concept used to solve
collective problems but could also be applied on the individual
level. This further means that, if culture is regarded as a
collective consciousness or as a collection of material products,
Haewon would be a term that contained social and cultural
aspirations.

Second, Haewon is not a concept that has been impervious to

innovation throughout its history. This can be confirmed by the
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fact that Haewon's scope of application has changed depending on
the problem domain (legal, natural disasters, an institutional
domain, etc.).

Third, Haewon has converted into religious language a doctrinal
system that came about after the emergence of Jeungsan. This
means that previously the concept of Haewon was mainly used at
the legal level in the Joseon Dynasty, but after the emergence of
Jeungsan, it became a term in religious language and in doctrine.
The materials of Daesoon lJinrihoe show that this concept of
Haewon was expanded to be included at the doctrinal level.

These research results show a historical shift in the ideological
thought contained in the concept of Haewon. As a term in
religious language that is included in a doctrinal system, Haewon
has an extension of denotations that is applied to the world
beyond individuals and societies, yet it maintains connotations of
resolving grievances. This concept of Haewon mediates the
transformation of the world and creates a rationale by which
training and ethical practice are necessary components of that

process of transformation.

Keywords: The Concept of Haewon, Connotations and Denotations,
Ordinary Language, Religious Language, Religious Takes
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