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“Ascending to Heaven and Becoming an Immortal”:
Sublime Words with Deep Meaning and Ultimate Value in

Daoist Culture

Zeng Yong. Associate Professor, Jiangxi Normal University, China.

Abstract: The value embodied by “Ascending to Heaven and Being an
Immortal” (Yuhua Dengxian in Chinese) implies the core gist of Daoist
culture as well as its ultimate value. From the perspective of Philology, each
word, “Yu”, “Hua”, “Deng”, and “Xian” benefits us through a philosophy of
life, learning skills, the pursuit of the mysteries of Daoist immortality, and
the ways of life characteristics and spiritual transcendence. “To become an
immortal” is becoming adept at life. “‘Yuhua” refers to learning transcendental
skills, and “Deng” expresses the promotion of life. “Ascending to Heaven and
Becoming an Immortal” integrates the goal- oriented values of Daoist Culture,
learning transcendental skills, and the state of being alive into a unified
whole. Namely, it is the perfect combination of an adept’s supreme pursuit of
value and zenith of life. By way of contrast, in Daesoon Jinrihoe, the
concepts of “Daesoon” and ‘Perfected Unification with the Dao” not only
advocate “physical and mental transformation” and “spiritual development” for
Dao cohorts, but also personal cultivation and service to society, and
participation in “The Creation of an Earthly Paradise.” These are unified
under the ideal humanistic value of “the earthly paradise of the Later World.”

Key Words: Ascending to Heaven and Becoming an Immortal, the expectation
of value, learning transcendental skills, the state of being alive,
Perfected Unification with the Dao
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