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The Problem of Theodicy in Daesoon Jinrihoe

Cha Seon-keun. Ph.D. Candidate, The Academy of Korean Studies

Abstract: This study aims to explain theodicy in Daesoon Jinrihoe using
established theodicies. Theodicy in Daesoon Jinrihoe can be described as
follows: within the worldview of Daesoon Jinrihoe, the problems of evil
and suffering are better addressed by analyzing the problem of mutual
contention. Accordingly, theodicy in Daesoon Jinrihoe is a matter which
should be discussed only in regards to the time period known as the
Former World and the transition period after the Reordering Works that
leads up to the Later World. The Later World does not operate under
patterns of mutual contention. Consequently, there will be no suffering.
Therefore, issues of theodicy are irrelevant in the Later World. Theodicy
should be dealt differently as it pertains to the Former World and the
previously mentioned transition period.

Daesoon Thought posits that there is an underlying principle presides
over the cosmos, and the divine beings act in accordance with it and
perform specific duties in their own subdivisions. The cosmic principle is
able to contain cycles of both Sanggeuk (‘mutual destruction’ in general
usage, but ‘mutual contention’ in Daesoon Thought related to the Former
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World) and sangsaeng (‘mutual generation’ in general usage and ‘mutual
beneficence’ in Daesoon Thought related to the Later World). Suffering
came into being due to mutual contention. However, mutual contention
was not set into motion maliciously, but was arranged instead to facilitate
the realization of greater values such as growth and development. In other
words, mutual contention are not products of a moral value the nature of
which is bad or wrong. Yet, since the world has operated under mutual
contention from time immemorial, a nearly incalculably vast multitude of
grievances have accumulated. In addition, the divine beings who had
operated under mutual contention often made mistakes and spread
confusion. This extreme situation resulted in tremendous disasters breaking
out all over the world. Perhaps this particular theodicy could be named
“Dualistic Sanggeuk Theology (Dualistic Theodicy of Mutual Contention).”

After the divine beings reported to the Supreme God that the world had
fallen into a serious crisis, the Supreme God penetratingly examined the
circumstances of the world and then descended to Earth as a human being
named Jeungsan. As Jeungsan practiced the Reordering Works of Heaven
and Earth, the Great Opening was preordained by Him. As a result, the
transition period started, and from that point onward, theodicy should be
described differently. It is presumed that all creatures will be judged at the
time of the Great Opening. This will result in the annihilation of all
wicked beings including both divine beings and humans. There will also
be the establishment of an earthly paradise as well as grievance resolution
for all beings prior the Great Opening. This can also be called “The
Eschatological Theodicy of the Resolution of Grievances.”

Theodicy in Daesoon Jinrihoe adopts the two theodicies mentioned
above. In addition to that, various theodicies from other traditions such as
Irenacan (“soul-making”) Theodicy, Free Will Theodicy, Recompense
Theodicy, Afterlife Theodicy, Karma Samsara Theodicy, theodicy of
participation, and Communion Theodicy can all potentially be applied on
a case by case basis.
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1) David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion (Oxford: Oxford University
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