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A Study on the Meaning of Mugeuk(4&#&) and
Taegeuk(XA##R) in Daesoon Thoughts

Jae—Hyun Park

Sungkyunkwan University

Identifying the ontological characteristics of "ultimate reality" is
highly important in a specific religion or thought because it is
believed to contain the logic that explain the wholistic phenomenon
in the entire universe. The "ultimate reality" is called "Lee(@])",
"Dao(GH)", "Taegeuk; the Great Ultimate(AA#)", "Mugeuk; Non—
Ultimate(E%)", "Gong(%®)", "Haven", "SangJe(_ )", "God" in many
different religions or thoughts.

Taegeuk(AA%), Mugeuk(4#4#%) and Daesoon(ki&) are believed
to contain the logic that explain the wholistic phenomenon in the
entire universe in Daesoon Thoughts which we can see in the
GooCheon SangJe(JUK I4)'s saying that "Even if the logic is so
high, it comes from the surface of Taegeuk and Mugeuk and
cannot be separated from every phenomenon in our life(FRiftr
HAK A G 2 28 ANEET-H A Y.2H)" and DojuGET:) Cho, Jeong
San's saying that "The reasion that Dao is called Dao is that it
is settled to be Mugeuk and moved to be Taegeuk(GHZ ZHiEth%
JEMAEMR A" and Dojeon(#) Park Wu-dang's saying that
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"Daesoon(KiK) is circle([d]), circle is Mugeuk(f4#), Mugeuk is
Taegeuk (AAfk)".

Mugeuk contains the logic of transcendence and Taegeuk
contains the logic of immanance. And Nae-confucianism admit
the Ultimate Reality or logic have both characteries of Mugeuk
and Taegeuk and don't admit that Taegeuk comes from Mugeuk.
Therefore, Mugeuk and Taegeuk are in complementary relations.

These Nae-confucianism's idea about Mugeuk and Taegeuk
corresponds with Deasoon Thought. Daesoon Thoughts also admit
that Ultimate Reality, GooCheon Sangle can be understood with
both Mugeuk and Taegeuk. That is, GooCheon Sangle, the Suprime
God is transcendent from this world(Mugeuk) and also manage the
whole universe using the logic of Taegeuk(A##). Daesoon(3)
unite Mugeuk and Taegeuk using the concept of circulation.

The logic of Mugeuk and Taegeuk is both two as well as
one, and one as well as two. It is not dualism nor monism. It is
non—dualism and super—dualism. These logic of coexistence is
the core of Mugeuk and Taegeuk. And this logic is reflexed in
Daesoon Thoughts' core proposition that "Daesoon( ki) is circle
(ED, circle is Mugeuk(fiEf#), Mugeuk is Taegeuk(AAf)".

Key Words : Daesoon Thoughts(CGKEAD, Mugeuk(fifi), Taegeuk
(KA#), Daesoon(hi), Taegeuk DiagramCAAGE]R),
Chou Lien—hsi(E#E2), Zhuxi(k )
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