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The World View on the Recreation of the Later World in
Daesoonjinrihoe
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Yoon, Yong-Bok. Director, Asia Research Center of Religions.

Abstract: This paper aims to understand how Daesoonjinrihoe perceives
the Later World. Daesoonjinrihoe supports to establish an earthly paradise
through the re-creation of the real world unlike other religions which tend
to relegate ultimate fulfillment to the afterlife. In other words, Daesoon-
jinrihoe endeavors to achieve their objectives in the human world rather
than outside of it in a potential act of escapism.

The new religions in Korea have been characterized by ethnocentrism
and doctrines which present Koreans as the new chosen people by empha-
sizing Korea's crucial role in world leadership. However, the doctrine of
Daesoonjinrihoe differ with other new religions of Korea in this regard as
its purpose is to redeem the whole world. Daesoonjinrihoe proposes an
open embrace of the religious diversity found in Korean society.

Daesoonjinrihoe argues that the Later World has not come yet, even
though the Former World is over and progress towards the Later World has
already been set in motion. The meaning of human nobility is akin to
anthropocentricity. According to a variety of myths and legends, animals and
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supernatural often attempt to become human. Moreover, it would not be an
overstatement to assert that the re-creation of the real world and the Daesoon
concept of human nobility correspond with these myths and legends.

There were not definite interpretations regarding heaven in Confucianism
historically, yet Daesoonjinrihoe differentiates clearly that heaven and Sangje
are cosmic structures. Buddhism perceives that heaven separately exists as a
cosmic structure and that Buddha is a transcendental entity, however; that
entity is not accessible for intercession. On the contrary, the ways to save
the world have been adduced in Daesoonjinrihoe. In addition, the earthly
paradise of the Later World has likewise been introduced. Specifically, it is
Sangje that opens the door to that paradise.

Unresolved issues in the formation of a world view still persist. There
are no shortage of studies on the notion of gods or divine beings, however;
most of these studies focus on genealogical classification, forms, functions
and other such topics. The concept of god, ghost, or soul does not seem to
have been clearly defined in these studies nor has the relationship among
these entities and humanity been satisfactorily examined.

For example, if human beings become either gods or divine beings,
questions regarding divine beings who have acted as protectors or guardians
of human beings then arises. The Daesoon cosmology should be specifically
compared to cosmology in Daoism. By conducting additional studies such as
a comparative research with Daoism, it will be possible to interpret mantras
and Daoist art as they appear in Daesoonjinrihoe in a thought-provoking way
which can in turn be compared with other religions.

Key words: World View, The Later World, Human Nobility, The Re-creation
of The Real World, Redemption of the Whole World,
The Earthly Paradise of the Later World
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