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A Study on the Prospect of Implementing a Public

Common Practice of Ethics Based upon the Reordering
Works of Heaven and Earth
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Kim, Yong-Hwan. Professor, Department of Ethical Education Studies in
Chungbuk National University

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to study the prospect of implementing
a public common practice of ethics based on the ‘Reordering Works of Heaven
and Earth.” The ‘Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth’ demonstrated the
prospect of a public common practice of ethics through the shared public action
that would connect and mediate both the public domain and the private
domain. In addition, the ‘Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth’ of Gucheon
Sangje (JUK I:77) provided us with a complete transformation, meaning the
opening of a new era, transforming heaven and earth from their state in
the Prior World to their optimized state in the Later World. This culminates
in a new manifestation of a peaceful world revealed a prosperity and the
prospect of common happiness and common order for the public.

In addition, the ‘Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth’ has a public
value as a religious culture that responds to social change and social needs.
The ‘Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth’ revealed the prospect of a

* &gl W4 E-mail: sunyanan@cbu.ac.kr
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public common practice of ethics, placed importance on creating a new
foundation, and restoring phenomena back to its original order. The ‘Reordering
Works of Heaven and Earth’ presented various multi-faceted, multi-layered
outlets of soteriology while exploring solutions to public issues and revealing
human dignity.

Through the new construction of Heaven and Earth, Gucheon Sangje had
intervened in projects for human relief. The public ethical indicators of ‘the actor’
here are in line with those of the ‘Nomaction Tao’ of Laozi. As the cosmos
enters into the new epoch, humans have living together with the previous cosmic
principle. Now we can expect the Prior World to open into a different era as
humans embrace a cosmic life of ‘Non-action Tao.” The active conjunction of the
virtues of yin and yang is an idea of horizontal commumication related to
reordering of the universe. The harmonious union of divine beings and human
beings suggests the way of enabling vertical communication. The resolution of
grievances for the mutual beneficence of life is an ethics of peace that ains at
achieving coexistence and prosperity. The private realization of Tao and the
conpletion of the Tao in the world suggest the prospect of a common practice of
ethics as means of inplementing human dignity.

Key words: The Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth, human dignity,
Non-action Tao, mutual beneficence of life, the completion of
the Tao in the world, complete transformation
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