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Ko Nam-sik. Professor, Department of Daesoon Theology, Dagjin University.

Abstract: Jeon-gyeong was published under the command of Dojeon Park
Wudang in 1974. The scripture consists of 7 parts and each part has 17
chapters. The earliest record of Gucheon Sangje (1871~1909) can be found
in Jeungsan Cheonsa Gongsagi, which was published by Lee Sangho
(1888~1967) in 1926. The book was the first oral literature that he created
by collecting information and materials on Jeungsan as he personally met
with many direct disciples of Gucheon Sangje. In 1929, after three years,
Lee complemented the book with additional materials and published the
first edition of Daesoon Jeon-gyeong. It was a form of didactic literature
stylistically presented as scripture. Lee continued this long journey of
work by revising and publishing 6 editions of Daesoon Jeon-gyeong until
he published the last one in 1965.

The chapter titled, “Cheonji-gongsa (Reordering Works of the Universe)”
from Daesoon Jeon-gyeong as the sixth chapter out of a total of 13
chapters in the first edition, but in the last edition, it appears as chapter 4
out of a total of 9 chapters. Here it is shown that the last edition has been
shortened when compared to the first edition. Also the number of verses in
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the chapter has largely increased by almost twice its original size over the
37 years; as it was 81 in the first edition, 94 in the second, 148 in the
third, 151 in the fifth, and 175 in the sixth. In this paper, I studied how
the verses of “Gongsa (Reordering Works)” from the Jeon-gyeong, which
was first published in 1974, have been revised in comparison to the chapter
titled “Cheonji-gongsa” from the Daesoon Jeon-gyeong. As the result of
comparing each verse of “Gongsa” from the Jeon-gyeong to those of
“Cheonji-gongsa” from all six editions of the Daesoon Jeon-gyeong, 1 could
find the following revisions or changes.

First, when “Cheonji-gongsa” from the Daesoon Jeon-gyeong is compared
to “Gongsa” from the Jeon-gyeong, it can be seen that the number of verses
has been changed and some contents have been deleted or added.

Second, the sixth edition of the Daesoon Jeon-gyeong has 69 more
verses than the Jeon-gyeong, and most of the additions were made in the
chapters titled “Haengrok (analects),” “Gyoun (conveyance of teachings),”
and “Yesi (forseeing)”. These additions show how the verses regarding
religious and predictional teachings developed over the years.

Third, the verses from “Gongsa” from the Jeon-gyeong contain many
descriptions from chapter 2, “Enlightenment of Dao and Miraculous Deeds of
Cheonsa (Heavenly Teacher),” chapter 3, “Followers in the Dao School and
Precepts,” and chapter 5, “Opening of New World and Paradise,” from the
6™ edition of the Daesoon Jeon-gyeong. This indicates that “Cheonji-gongsa
(Reordering Works of the Universe)” was related to miraculous acts,
enlightenment to Dao, teachings given to the followers, the opening of new
world, and the building of a paradise.

Fourth, some chapters in the section “Cheonji-gongsa” from Daesoon
Jeon-gyeong are omitted in “Gongsa” from Jeon-gyeong, and “Gongsa” has
some new contents that were not included in previous texts. This shows that
there had been adoptions of different materials in the process of transmission.

Key words: Jeon-gyeong, Daesoon Jeon-gyeong, the Chapter titled “Gongsa”,
the Chapter titled “Cheonji-gongsa”, Lee Sangho
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