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A Comparative Study on Daesoon (KX) Thought
and Dangun (&%) Thought: Focused on the Analysis of
Namative Structure and Motifs

Cha Seon-keun. Ph.D. Candidate, The Academy of Korean Studies

Abstract: Most of the new religions derived from Jeungsan have claimed
that Jeungsan’s religious thought reproduced Dangun [#E75] Thought in its
original form. However, Daesoon Jinrihoe is the only religious order out of
the many new religions within the Jeungsan lineage, which has constantly
kept its distance from Dangun Thought since 1909 during the earliest period
of proto-Daesoon Jinrihoe. Even a mere trace of Dangun cannot be found in
the subject of faith or the doctrinal system of Daesoon Jinrihoe.

In this context, this study aims to examine possible connections between
Daesoon Thought and Dangun Thought in order to determine why other
Jeungsanist religions frequently exhibit Dangunist features. Specifically, a
major part of this study will be devoted to comparing and analyzing the
narrative structure of Daesoon Thought and Dangun Thought as well as
their respective motifs.

In fact, Jeungsan does not seem to have ever mentioned Dangun in his
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recorded teachings, therefore, after his passing into the Heaven, most of the
religious orders including Daesoon Jinrihoe derived from him did not pay
any attention to Dangun Thought for almost for 40 years. These orders did
not originally perceive Dangun as an object of belief. After Korea’s liberation,
Dangun became widely accepted as a pivotal role among the Korean people.

As Dangun-nationalism claimed to unify Koreans as one great Korean
ethnic society, the religious orders of Jeungsan lineage also climbed aboard
this creed and their faiths or doctrines were acculturated to reflect this
change. The reason for this has been attributed to following modern trends
to increase success in propagation. In the meantime, Daesoon Jinrihoe was
the only order that did not accept Dangun-nationalism because it was not
a teaching given by the order’s founder. And the two systems of thought
have more dissimilarity than parallelism in terms of philosophical ideology.
These seem to be the main reasons why Daesoon Jinrihoe did not adopt
Dangun into its doctrine or belief system.

Key words: Dangun, Dangun-nationalism, Benefiting Broadly in the Human
World, Ruling the World with Reason, Descending from Sangje,
Mutual Beneficence, Reciprocation of Favor, Immortals of the
Earthly Paradise
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