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‘Gaebyeok’ and the New Civilization of Kang Jeungsan

A

Heo Nam-jin. Research Professor, The Research Institute of Won-buddhist
Thought, Wonkwang University.

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to look at the concept of
Gaebyeok as used by Kang Jeungsan (Zifilll) from a civilizational
perspective. The combination of FEast Asian civilization during the
period of Korea’s port-opening and the subsequent inflow of Western
powers with material civilization all at the forefront in the late Joseon
Korea, served as the driving force for a new civilizational transition.
Unlike the Chuk-sa Party and the Gae-hwa Party, modern Korean
religions that emphasized Gaebyeok also responded to Western
civilization and suggested a new view of civilization. Kang Jeung-san,
resisting discrimination and oppression, presented a civilization built
upon mutual beneficence while criticizing Western civilizations which
centered on reason.

Amid this process of the spread of modern Western civilization,
Jeungsan declared the construction of a new civilization to the people
who were negatively impacted by various social factions, such as class

« o] T2 20169 diglar wSh-e) S ATAITe] A Y-S Wol ATEH U
(NRF-2016S1A5B8914400)
w3 YEIAPIATY A4, E-mail: heonj73@naver.com
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and gender discrimination, political corruption, exploitation via political
corruption, and the inflow of Western powers. Jeungsanist Thought
developed criticisms of materialism and human alienation, and this resulted
in the claim of Gaebyeok. This was an expression of efforts to build a
new civilization that aimed to harmonize, integrate, and thrive.

The new civilization envisioned by Jeungsan was that of a society run
according to mutual beneficence, and it can be summarized as a
‘Civilization of Harmonious Union’ that integrates philosophical thought
and civilizational models of both East and West. This could also be
referred to a ‘Civilization of Public-commons and Harmony between
Divine Beings and Human Beings (T AZAZL).

The life of Jeungsan was a life spent in the service of curing the
world to save the lives of humanity. Since then, his ‘movement of mutual
beneficence’ as observed in Mugeuk-do and Taegeuk-do were also efforts

to build the new civilization envisioned by Jeungsan.

Key words: Kang Jeungsan, Gaebyeok, Civilization, Civilization of
Harmonious Union, Civilization of Public-commons and
Harmony between Divine Beings and Human Beings
(it AAE), Civilization of Mutual Beneficence, Jo Jeongsan,
Mugeuk-do, Taegeuk-do, Daesoon Jinrihoe
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