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A Study on the Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth:
As Analyzed via the Hegelian Concept of Arbeit

Ada

Kim Dae-hyeon. Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Eastern Philosophy,
Sungkyunkwan University

Abstract: This paper aims to define Kang Jeungsan’s Reordering Works of
Heaven and Earth through the Hegelian concept of ‘labor (arbeit),” which
is the fundamental medium in which humans substantialize their own
absoluteness in an existentialist context. The Reordering Works of Heaven
and Earth performed by Jeungsan enabled Heaven, Earth, and Humanity
to communicate with each other through the harmony of Sangsaeng
(Mutual Beneficence). As Hegel found the possibility of freedom and
emancipation of human subjects through labor and Jeungsan exercised His
will to free and emancipate human beings, comparative thinkers are led to
recognize a relationship between His Reordering Works of Heaven and
Earth and the Hegelian concept of labor.

The key point of this paper centers around articulating the meaning of
the precise situation wherein labor occurs for the Supreme Being. Labor
is a concept that occurs for real-live humans. Human beings can be said
to exist between the ideological world and the natural world, or between

w Aokl WAKER, E-mail: ditto—-1225@hanmail.net
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Heaven and Earth, and this dichotomy creates a specific product given the
interplay of infinitude and finitude that it entails. In other words, labor is
not a passive deployment but is instead a subjective development. From
the point wherein this labor occurs for the Supreme Being, a paradigm
shift towards unity begins throughout the universe. The occurrence of
God’s labor happens at a time of great transformation.

These occurrences of God’s labor form the communication among
Heaven, Earth and Humanity and form a qualitative equality. In other
words, the fact that God is far from the world of ideology and has come
into the world of finitude means that God conveys His absoluteness to
the world of finitude. Therefore, the work of God on Earth builds the
world of Heaven on Earth. This can also be seen as the Sangsaeng of
Heaven, Earth and Humanity.

Key words: The Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth, Labor, Arbeit,
Absoluteness, Infinite, Finite, Freedom, Emancipation,
Modernity, Existence, The Unmoved Mover
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