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An Interpretation of Human View in Daesoon Thought:

From the Perspective of Mircea Eliade’s New Humanism
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2

Ahn Shin. Professor, Department of Welfare & Theology, Pai Chai University

Abstract: There have been three trends in the study of the view of
humanity in Daesoon Thought: insider theology, outsider theology, and
religious studies. This article is intended to interpret the view of humanity
in Daesoon Thought from the perspective of Mircea Eliade’s New
Humanism. We find similarities between Daesoon Thought and Eliade’s
New Humanism. Daesoon Thought deals with the complexities of life as
being labyrinth-like and puts Jeungsan’s view of humanity at the center of
a Daesoon worldview. Jeungsan examines the existential problems which
humans face in the Former World, and gives the religious remedies of
Haewonsangsaeng (the resolution of grievances for mutual beneficence)
and Boeunsangsaeng (the grateful reciprocation of favors for mutual
beneficence) to transform humanity’s worldview for usage in the Later
World. Jeungsan suggests a way of peace instead of the revolution of
Donghak. Through the Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth, Jeungsan
changes the mutual contention of the Former World into the mutual
beneficence of the Later World. The cosmology of Daesoon Thought
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recovers the relationship between divine beings and human beings in the
three realms, and proposes a system of ethics that promotes virtue and
reproves vices and human-centericism. In conclusion, the view of
humanity in Daesoon Thought is an unapologetic view of homo-religiosus

from within a new humanism.

Key words: Daesoon Thought, Human View, Mircea Eliade, New Humanism,
Homo-Religiosus
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