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An Inquiry into the Taiji Theories :
Zhu-Xi, Lee Eon-jeok, and Daesoon Thought

Gao Xingai. Lecturer, Yanbian Uiniversity, China.

Abstract: Reacting to Lu Jiu-yvan’s teachings on “Wuji-Taiji,” Zhu-Xi
explicitly outlined his own viewpoints on the concept of “Taiji.” Furthermore,
he established a system of cosmological ontology based on them. Zhu-xi’s
main viewpoints and arguments on ‘“Taiji”"were fully understood and accepted
by Lee Eon-jeok, who inherited and developed them even further. Lee
Eon-jeok argued with Cho Han-bo, a thinker who contended against Lu
Jiu-yuan (Son Sook-don) on the interpretation of “Wuji er Taiji"by defily
quoting Zhu-xi’s point of view from Zhu-xi’s standpoint. In modern times,
Daesoon Thought has borrowed the concept of “Wuji” and “Taiji,” and
interpreted the original body of the “Dao” as “Wuji”to reveal a
stationarity of the “Dao.” This is interpreted as the specific creation of all
things and the process of change, wherein Taiji represents the revealed
activity of the “Dao.” This development can be seen as an attempt by
Daesoon Thought to clear away all suffering and enmity and open up a
Later World of love and justice through an omnipotent Supreme God
(Sangje) in times of desperate crisis of internal and external troubles.

Key words: Zhu Xi, Lu Jiu-yuan, Lee Eon-jeok, Wuji, Taiji, Daesoon Thought
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