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m Abstract

The Modem Significance of Taoist Ecological Ideas
as Reflected in Taoist Architecture

Shin Jin-sik
Research Professor, Incheon Studies Institute of Incheon University

In this paper, we examined the development of Chinese Taoist
architecture, its cultural 1mplications, and comprehensively
summarized the core principles of the Taoist ecological ideas that
are reflected in Taoist architecture. This is a groundwork for
exploring an ideological model for sustainable ecological
architecture in modern cities.

Taoist architecture has a long history that has led to changes,
developments, and a gradual maturation. Zhi (3&), Lu (&), and
Jing (3%), were the first architectural forms of the early Taoist
body. These formed the basis for the future development of
Taoist Courts (&=#]). The state—sponsored government—run
Taoist Courts established from the time of the North and South
Dynasties to the time of Tang Dynasty led to a constant
standardization of the rites, and these Courts gradually became
more and more formalized. Since the establishment of
Quanzhenjiao (ZIEZR) in the early 12th century, a movement that
emphasized putly training, architecture for the ascetic practice
emerged in remote natural spaces suitable for strict ascetic
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practices. Meanwhile, in Taoist architecture, the type and
structure of buildings were strengthened in order to worship
various gods. The various Taoist Courts established through this
historical process embody the elements, institutions, and ecological
ideas of Taoist culture.

Taoist architecture basically pursued the idealism of Paradise in
a Deep Cave (JAK7EHt) and adopted a feng—shui theory of using
natural terrain artfully in selecting a place and building a layout.
This was reflected through their ecology. Meanwhile, Taoist
architecture does not destroy the balance of nature by
emphasizing the utilization of local natural resources whenever
possible while selecting building materials according to the
principles of yinyang and the five movements (F&F374T). In
addition, Taoism aims to select simple places for practising
asceticism and ancestral rituals whenever possible because of the
need to maintain a simple mind, suppress desire, and return to a
state of purity. This attitude is an indication of a kind of simple
ecological ideas and value of frugality easily found in Taoism.

The ecological ideas of Taoism provide abundant resources for
considering solutions to the ecological crisis that arises in the
creation of residential environments. Through the ecological ideas
of Taoism, we can find a direction to understand the relationship
between human beings and nature while creating new, sustainable

residential environments.

Key Words: Taoist Architecture, Ecological Ideas, Taoist Culture, Court,
Paradise in a Deep Cave
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