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m Abstract

The Influence of Jeungsan on the Thought Formation
Process of Jeongsan Song Gyu

Kim Tak
Ph.D., The Academy of Korean Studies

At the age of 15, Song Gyu, the second patriarch of Won
Buddhism, met Jeungsan—gyo members and was substantially
influenced by them. Jeongsan cultivated himself for three months
in Mount Gaya based on their recommendations. He instructed his
family members to practice reciting the Tae—eul Mantra.
Henceforth, Jeongsan was said to attain supernatural power when
he was around 18 years old, and he pursued the traces left by
Jeungsan in Jeolla Province.

Once there, he asked Jeungsan’'s younger sister to move to his
hometown, Seongju, Gyeongsang Province, and he served her with
his utmost sincerity. He went back to the birthplace of Jeungsan
and received a Daoist book from Jeungsan's daughter titled,
Essentials for an Upright Mind (IEL0NE3R). Jeongsan practiced holy
works for 10 months at Daewon—sa Temple in Mount Moak
where Jeungsan was said to have attained unification with the
Dao. After he had met Jeungsan—gyo members at the temple, he

was able to stay in her house where he ended up meeting So
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Taesan. Before their meeting, it is obvious that Jeongsan was a
member of Jeungsan—gyo.

Afterward, Jeongsan entered into Won Buddhism and used the
passage, ‘saving lives by curing the world (JE4-8&tt).” He recited
the writing of Jeungsan, which had been given to his disciples, as
if it had been a mantra. In addition, he mentioned Jeungsan's
poems or the Chinese poems that he had quoted many times.
Jeongsan also interpreted passages from 7he Hyunmu Scripture
(LEHE) written by Jeungsan in a unique manner. Jeongsan
answered his disciples in his own way when they asked questions
on the teachings of Jeungsan. He recognized Jeungsan as one of

the Three Primes, who presided over the Great Opening.

Keywords: Tae-eul Mantra, Essentials for an Upright Mind,
Daewon-sa Temple, saving lives by curing the world,
The Hyunmu Scripture, Three Primes
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