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m Abstract

From the Shintong of the Buddha
to the Shini of Eminent Monks

Jung Chun-koo

Researcher, Bacademia

In Buddhism, there are specific terms related to miracles and
miraculous acts such as the Sanskrit term, abhijiid, which was
translated as into Chinese characters as shintong (i#E). This
term implies the six supranormal powers. It originally meant
‘direct knowledge,” ‘high knowledge,” or ‘knowledge beyond the
common senses, which was understood as a superhuman and
transcendental ability possessed by Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and
noblemen. However, this took on different meanings and morphed
into different terms later in India and China.

This article analyzes the subject, object, type, and purpose of
these shintong, focusing on the Sutra for the Householder Kaivarti
(BREHE,  Gyeonggo—gyveong, Kaivarti—sitra) from the Longer
Discourses (EPIEHE,  Jang—Ahamgyeong, Dirghdgama) and
exemplary Buddhist texts such as the Sanskrit, /n FPraise of the
Acts of the Buddha ({#F{T:% Bulsohaengchan, Buddhacaritam) and
the Chinese Records of Eminent Monks (@18, goseungieon) and
Continued Records of Eminent Monks ((&=A88, Sok—goseungieon).
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The historical evolution and changes to the meaning of Shintong in
Indian and Chinese contexts can be observed through these texts.
In the Sutra for the Householder Kaivarti the Buddha said that
there are three kinds of Shintong: supranormal footedness (g,
shinjok, rddhi—pada), mindreading (ERE{th{,, gwanchaltashim,
anya—mano—jfiana), and education (EGH, gyogye, anu$asana).
Among them, supranormal footedness (multiplying one’s body,
teleportation, flying, walking on water, etc.) and mindreading were
denied because, at that time, claims of this nature were used to
appeal to people’s emotions and inspire sincerity, but this was of
no use in conveying the Buddha's teaching. On the other hand,
education, acquired only with through enlightenment, was sanctioned
as a shintong unique to Buddhism. However, in In Praise of the
Acts of the Buddha supranormal footedness and mindreading were
described as important ways to lead people to enlightenment, while
education pertained to the whole of spiritual work.

In China, Buddhism was a foreign religion at first, and it
urgently sought to be accepted. After the increase of its religious
influence, introspection on discipline and practice was meant to
firmly deepen its roots. In line with this, shintong and miracles
were transformed and expanded to suit the Chinese cultural
context. Such changes in Buddhist history are well illustrated by
the shini (%, miraculous powers) described in Kecords of
Eminent Monks and the gamtong (/FE, penetration of sensitivity)
detailed in Continued Records of Eminent Monks. In Records of
Eminent Monks, the subject of shini was that of eminent monks
and its objects were those who did not know of Buddhism or

believe in it. In Continued Records of Eminent Monks, however,
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the monks themselves could be objects of shini. The change of
object suggests that the purpose had shifted from edification to
awareness and self—reflection. Shini focused on edification,
whereas gamtong re—emphasized the importance of the pure
discipline and practice of monks during the 6™ and 7" centuries

when China became predominantly Buddhist.

Keywords: Shintong, performing miracles, Shini, Gamtong, edification,
enlightenment
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