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m Abstract

The Gucheon Sangje Faith and Its Relation to
Jeongeup County, the Birthplace of Kang Jeungsan

Ko Nam-sik
Professor, Department of Daesoon Theology, Daejin University

This article was conducted with the purpose of finding the
religious meaning of Jeongeup (Ff&) by paying attention to two
areas of inquiry. The first examines religious interpretations of
the place names of peaks, mountains, and villages that have
already existed have existed since ancient times.

The second area of inquiry looks into religious narratives about
Jeongeup that appear in scriptural records of the Reordering
Works of Heaven and Earth (1901~1909) as performed by Kang
Jeungsan. Looking at these to areas of inquiry together, the place
names and topography inherent in Jeongeup and Kang Jeungsan's
various Jeongeup—related Reordering Works, can be summarized as
embodying characteristics of ‘beginning (#&) and ‘origin (Z%)’
which can be further likened to the meaning of ‘water (7k)’ in a
‘well ().

First, Jeongeup equates to the heavenly origin of the Gucheon

Sangje (Supreme God of the Ninth Heaven) faith in Jeungsan
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Thought. Mangje (Emperor—awaiting) Peak is a peak that
represent the wish for the Lord’s descent to earth. Seonmang
(Immortal—awaiting) Village is a village that was waiting for an
immortal. Jeung (Steamer—on—Cauldron) Mountain (Jeungsan &f
1) is a mountain on the earth and also the honorific name later
taken by Kang I1-Sun. In relation to Jeungsan, it is interpreted
that Jeungsan was born and incarnated in the village as a human
in response to a plea from all divine sages, buddhas, and
bodhisattvas, who had existed since the dawn of time and came to
wish for salvation of humankind. This is because both Mangje
Peak and Seonmang Village are connected to the meaning of ‘mang
(2 to await).’

Second, the Reordering Works of Jeungsan which related to
Jeongeup show that Jeongeup has carries the meaning of
‘beginning (#4¥8)" and ‘origin (ANJF).’

The character, Jeong (3), in Jeongeup is seen as a place that
contains water energy, and symbols and allusions referring to
this can be found in various Reordering Works. As a symbol or
allusion, the well can be seen as a new start, the lives of all
people of the world, the purification of the world, and returning
to the original root everything. These symbolic images can be
found in the life of Kang Jeungsan from his incarnation to his
passing into Heaven. This is because Jeong can allude to the
origin by the Ninth Heaven, the beginning of the Later World's
paradisiacal land of immortals, and the end of the Former World
(Seoncheon 4EX).
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