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m Abstract

A Study on the Chapter ‘Saving Lives’ from 7The
Canonical Scripture: Regarding the Power and
Wisdom of Kang Jeungsan

Ko Nam-sik

Professor, Department of Daesoon Theology, Daejin University

In the context of Daesoon Jinrihoe's 7The Canonical Scripture,
‘Saving Lives’ consists of one 44 verse—long chapter. The content
covers Kang Jeungsan's authority and foreknowledge, and most of
the passages are about the treatment of diseases. Other passages
are about relief from natural disasters, the resolution of conflicts
in personnel affairs, and wisdom as applied to saving lives. The
treatment of diseases focuses on solving the ailments faced by
lower classes during that time period. Kang Jeungsan relieved the
damage suffered by the people from natural phenomena as caused
by the three disasters which resulted from water, fire, and wind.
He also worked to solve other difficulties experienced in human
society.

In addition, the definition of ‘wisdom here is one of being
high—seeing and far—thinking in Saving Lives. That is the
foundation upon which wisdom can save oneself and others. After

comparing each chapter of 7he Canonical Scripture with the
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parallel verses from the 6th edition of Daesoon Jeongyeong, the
results of this study can be summarized as follows: first, saving
lives as performed by Kang Jeungsan became an unprecedented
and absolute act of relieving the common people during a time
when they were suffering from great harms, hardships, and
difficulties in their daily lives during the late Joseon Dynasty.
Second, the verses were distributed into seven parts to achieve
the purpose indicated by the titles of each section which related
to specific powers exhibited by Kang Jeungsan in his interactions
with Heaven, Earth and Humanity. Third, the second chapter of
‘Saving Lives’ includes not only treatment of disease, natural
disasters, and hardships, but also relief meant to lessen the
burdens people experienced in their daily lives while living within
the boundaries of society. This is different from the respective
section from the 6th edition of Daesoon Jeongyveong which, by
way of contrast, only contained verses concerning the treatment
of disease. The contents of ‘Saving Lives in 7he Canonical
Scripture deals with the relief in a wide range of applications and
is thereby different from the chapter on healing from the Daesoon
Jeongyeong, which merely dealt with the healing of diseases.
Therefore, this broader range of meanings can be taken to be a

unique feature of 7he Canonical Scripture.

Keywords: saving Lives (%), authority and foreknowledge (HEEY),
cures ({67), great wisdom (K%E), curing the world (F&1t)
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