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m Abstract

A Comparative Study on Spiritual Humanism
in Daesoon Thought

Kim Yong-hwan*

This comparative study combines the methodologies of
comparative research and literature review to examine Daesoon
Thought. Comparative religious analysis in the social sciences,
does not presuppose an a priori framework of the essence of
religion because it targets various aspects of religion which are
revealed within a historical field. However, it does not decompose
and return to psychological or social phenomena like social
sciences. In addition, with the emergence of religious pluralism,
the climate of focusing on similarities between religions has
already been accomplished to some degree. Furthermore, it 1is
worth noting that many spiritual movements in modern spirituality
reveal mixed or amorphous characteristics without being restricted
by specific religious membership. It is time to overcome
instrumentation and restore the transcendence of its original
appearance even in secular humanist reasoning. It can be said that

this reveals the perception that the ills and crises of modern

* Professor Emeritus, Department of Ethical Education Studies, Chungbuk National
University / Research Professor, George Mason University
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civilization should be overcome in connection with the opening of
the acquired world of Daesoon Thought. It could further be said
that the main culprit of evil behavior is instrumental reason or
degenerated reason rather than spirituality.

Religion is the intellectual crystalline body of humankind and
aims at human perfection and salvation. However, extremists in
previous times amplified conflicts between religions and formed
ideas suitable for their specific regions through different
experiences. This generated mental rifts that proved greatly
influential. At the time of initial inception, each religion confronted
and fought other 1ideologies, but when the era of religious
pluralism began, the necessity for inter—spiritual communication
became urgent. It could be said that happiness is the realization of
human spirituality by exploring the vision of humanism. In that
case, the combined methodologies of comparative research and
literature review reveal that the spirituality of Daesoon Thought
would enable a humanism based on human dignity. This would be
a path for seeking spirituality through human life and living as a
true human being. Spiritual humanism as discussed through this
study aims to share the problems of modern civilization and
provide a critical view of modern civilization that shows the roots
of prevailing thought are stuck in a Cartesian dualistic view of
humanity and the world. The type of spiritual humanism to
examined here focuses on a cosmotheandric vision by considering
the spiritual return to Daoism via Daesoon Thought. This would
treat human beings like heaven in alignment with Donghak
ideology and honor the human dignity proposed by Daesoon

Thought. It would also deliver sentient beings from suffering and
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to bliss in accordance with the aims of faith in Maitreya Buddha,
and it would implement the Resolution of Grievances for Mutual

Beneficence in fulfillment of Daesoon Thought.

Keywords: Daesoon Thought, humanism, religious pluralism, spiritual
humanism, modern spirituality, cosmotheandric vision
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