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m Abstract

The Meaning of Key Passages in The Canonical
Scripture that Chronologically Record the Life of
Kang Jeungsan: In Comparison to Jeungsan
Cheonsa Gongsagi

Ko Nam-sik

Professor, Department of Daesoon Theology, Daejin University

The purpose of this article was to examine whether the parallel
passages from 7he Canonical Scripture and Jeungsan Cheonsa
Gongsagi (BQLUREN AT Records of the Reordering Works of
Celestial Master Jeungsan), the first full-length record related to
the life of Kang Jeungsan compiled by Lee Sang—ho, indicate the
same chronology. A comparison of the contents between 7he
Canonical Scripture and Jeungsan Cheonsa Gongsagi revealed the
following. The contents of 7he Canonical Scripture are categorized
by a table of contents. By way of contrast, the contents of
Jeungsan Cheonsa Gongsagi, 1s organized year by year. When
parallel passages appear, the two texts tend to indicate the same
year for specific events, but the chronology of some events do not
match. A comparison of the contents of 7he Canonical Scripture and
the first edition of Daesoon Jeongveong (FKBUE The Canonical
Scripture of the Great Itineration) shows the following. Once again,
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the contents of 7he Canonical Scripture are organized via a table of
contents. The contents of the first edition of the Daesoon
Jeongyveong are also indicated through a table of contents. When
lined up for comparison, most of the passages show the same
content to have occurred in matching years. However, new contents
are contained in this record that were absent in Jeungsan Cheonsa
Gongsagi. All of these texts contain a summary of the life of Kang
Jeung—san; however, they are organized differently. Jeungsan
Cheonsa Gongsagi presents that summary chronologically (year by
year with some gaps in years). Daesoon Jeongveong and The
Canonical Scripture both feature a table of contents wherein
chapters are based around specific themes. One key takeaway is
that different passages appear in the contents of each text. Also,
The Canonical Scripture and the first edition of the ZDaesoon
Jeongyeong contain some parallel passages wherein the two texts
disagree on what year some events took place. Despite the different
style of organization, Jeungsan Cheonsa Gongsagi and The Canonical
Scripture can still be compared and such comparison shows the
same pattern as comparison between 7he Canonical Scripture and
Daesoon Jeongyeong. As a result of organizing and comparing the
contents of the table of contents with the chronological record, the
parallel passages wherein chronology is disputed can be highlighted
and the introduction of new passages can also be shown.

Keywords: Jeungsan Cheonsa Gongsagi, The Canonical Scripture,
Daesoon Jeongyeong, chronology, life
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