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m Abstract

A Study on the Theory of Human Nature
in Daesoon Thought

Park Byung-mann
Researcher, Institute of Korean Philosophy & Thought

This study aims to understand human nature in Daesoon
Thought. In addition, it seeks to determine the characteristics of
human nature and how the theory of human nature in Daesoon
Thought relates to the direction of the Basic Works and the
Three Major Societal Works of Daesoon Jinrihoe. In order to
understand the theory of human nature in Daesoon Thought, I
have classified various theories of human nature that appear in the
Confucian tradition and have analyzed and reviewed them. I used
this framework of types as a methodological criterion to study the
theory of human nature found in Daesoon Thought. In Daesoon
Thought, human nature is defined clearly as the conscience that is
honest and truthful. Also, it accepts humans basic biological
needs, the pursuit of clothing, food, and sexual desires as part of
human nature. This view can be evaluated as quite similar,
although not perfectly consistent, with the theory of human nature
posited by Wang Fuzhi (F£3%kZ), who defined human nature as a
combination of morality and biological desires.

The theory of human nature in Daesoon Thought emphasizes
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human morality, but at the same time, it fully accepts that
biological needs are basic elements of human life. In addition, it
shows a characteristic that strongly implies a religious tendency
as it recognizes that human nature is internalized through divine
commands issued by the Supreme God of the Ninth Heaven (LK
+# Gucheon Sangje), the transcendent and absolute ruler. The
Basic Works of Daesoon Jinrihoe, which are Propagation,
Edification, and Cultivation, aim to restore human nature to its
innate state of honesty and truthfulness. Among the Three Major
Societal Works, we can see that the works of Social Welfare and
Charity Aid are implemented in accordance with the accepting
acknowledgment of basic human needs (the pursuit of clothing,
food, and sexual desires), and helping people meet their needs in

appropriate ways and to appropriate degrees.

Keywords: Daesoon Thought, Daesoon Jinrihoe, theory of human
nature, Basic Works, Three Major Societal Works
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