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m Abstract

Yeongdae from the Perspective of Material Religion:
Transcending the Material and Non-material Yeongdae

Cha Seon-keun

Professor, Department of Daesoon Studies, Daejin University

This article apprehends Yeongdae (ZEZE), the most sacred
shrine of Daesoon Jinrihoe which has earlier historical precedents,
as an example of material religion. In FEast Asia, the first
Yeongdae was a structure that King Wen of Zhou commissioned to
be built. As the time passed by, the meaning of Yeongdae was
changed to signify a mental yeongdae, the object and the aim of
cultivation, and the notional mindset that appears in the Daoist
meditation, Cunsi ({78, visualization). This implies that Yeongdae
has signified both material and non—material objects.

Throughout most of history, these two concepts had never been
related to each other, but shifted in form and meaning depending
on context. Daesoon Jinrihoe, which emerged in the modern era of
Korea, used the concept of investiture of gods and combined the
two into one. Accordingly, the Yeongdae, referred to by King Wen
to indicate his shrine, was expressed as a spot wherein the gods
were enshrined on the earth. As an innovation, Daesoon Jinrihoe

argued that gods correspond to properly eligible human beings
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according to the degree of their cultivation and that sacred space
was Instead defined a spot within the human mind, a mental
yeongdae, where the gods could be enshrined into humanity
(HEETIAA).

From the perspective of Lévi—Strauss, the factors that are
discovered in the tradition of East Asia, namely, the Yeongdae of
King Wen and the mental yeongdae of Zhuangzi can combined with
consistency and established in the doctrinal system of Daesoon
Jinrihoe. Such an attempt refers to bricolage which re—creates the
traditional concepts of the past. In this regard, the concept of
invented tradition coined by Eric Hobsbawm could also be used to
conclude that the Yeongdae (the shrine of gods) of Daesoon
Jinrthoe can be expressed as an invented Yeongdae, which
transcends the existing categories of material yeongdae and

non—material yeongdae.

Keywords: material religion, remains of the old shrine to gods (/4=
iEthl), worship of heaven via shrines to gods (ZEZx%%N),
Zhuangzi (1), The Scripture of Yellow Court (FEHEAF),

Investiture of the Gods (E1ififiiiz%), Daesoon Jinrihoe
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