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38) g, kel A p 238,

39) 22 # p.243.

40) 2 A pp.238-239.
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47) &2 A, p.258.
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56) &2 A p.264.
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m Abstract

A Study on the Ontological Meaning of Life

in The Canonical Scripture

Baek Choon-hyoun
Lecturer, Jeju National University

This study aims at determining the meaning of Life in 7he
Canonical Scripture of the Daesoon Thought upon the ontological
bases of occidental philosophies; especially upon those of Plato
and Bergson. In western philosophy, the word ontology designates
investigating the meanings of being, which is derived from the
Greek ‘onto (being)’ and ‘logia (logical discourse).” The various
meanings of life have been sought from ancient times all over the
world, for these are the critical and vital questions that pertain to
the nature of human existence.

Plato had asserted that life, in his word, soul, had three
different kinds of aspects of meaning. Immortal, reciprocal, and
divine. Plato scheme was such that the soul could die, but after
death it could became reborn into another various forms of living
creatures. The real inner life of humans, the soul, would live
eternally.

Henri—Louis Bergson, a famous French philosopher from the
20" century, claimed that life had three different kinds of aspects.
Self—identity, Elan wital (vital impetus) and liberty. Bergson
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insisted especially the real meaning of life had been characterized
by “unité multiple et multiplicité une” “unity as something
multiple and multiplicity something singular.”

The meaning of life in Daesoon Thought could be said to have
three different characteristics, solidarity, earthly immortality and
grievance—resolution. Some similarities can be found between
certain western ontological meanings of life and those of Daesoon
Thought. Namely, the qualities of eternity, reciprocity, and
divinity.

Keywords: life, immortality, reciprocity, divinity, self-consciousness,
élan, liberty
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