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m Abstract

A Study on the Characteristics of Daesoon Thought
as Seen through the Articles in 7he Canonical
Scripture: Focusing on Historical Figures

Park Geon-woo

Research Professor, Seoul National University of Science & Technology

The purpose of this study is to examine the significance of
various figures in 7he Canonical Scripture and their contents. 7he
Canonical Scripture (jeon—gyeong W#%) is a record of the beliefs
and deeds of Kang Jeungsan, composed through the memories of
the followers of Kang Jeungsan who followed the words of 7he
Canonical Scripture. In other words, 7he Canonical Scripture is
understood as the scripture of Daesoon Jinrthoe that contains the
religious deeds and teachings of Kang Jeungsan. It is divided into
seven parts and 17 chapters. Those seven parts, some of which
contain more than one chapter, are as follows: Acts, Reordering
Works, Progress of the Order, Dharma, Authority and Foreknowledge,
Saving Lives, and Prophetic Elucidations. In particular, 7he Canonical
Scripture records the deeds of historical figures from both China and
Korea, and this prominently includes the life history of Kang
Jeungsan, and this is an especially pronounced feature of the sections

Acts, Progress of the Order, and Prophetic Elucidations. In addition,
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each chapter describes the teachings and faith—inspiring acts of
Kang Jeungsan and presents the gist of the Daesoon Thought while
referring to the lives and actions of various historical figures. In
this paper, introductions to the figures that appear in each section
are provided to help readers better understand the contents of 7he
Canonical Scripture. Therefore, this study focuses on the major
figures introduced in 7he Canonical Scripture in connection with
the religious values of Daesoon Thought. Through this, a contribution
i1s made to the academic development of Daesoon Thought by
specifically exploring and examining the contents of the figures
who appear in 7he Canonical Scripture. This is a surprisingly

underdeveloped area of study in Daesoon Thought.

Keywords: The Canonical Scripture, Daesoon Thought, scripture,
Daesoon Jinrihoe, Kang Jeungsan
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