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m Abstract

The Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth in
Daesoon Thought and the Horizon of the Earthly
Paradise from the Perspective of Cultural Ecologism:
Focusing upon the Sustainable Gaze of Dissolution
and Reconciliation

Kim Yon-jae
Former Professor, Department of Oriental Studies, Kongju National University

The article takes a critical perspective that reunderstanding the
canon of Daesoon Thought is necessary to expand its application
to the needs of modern society given the rapid speed of societal
changes. The key point is the emergence of a cultural ecologism
within Daesoon Thought. What is called the cultural ecologism is
focused upon the sustainable horizon of unifying culture and
ecology in the organic structure of a total—life culture. A
reciprocal unity of culture and ecology is characteristic of a
coherent whole with an original unitary process in the circle of
Nature. Cultural ecologism, therefore, aims at seeking after the
sustainability of culture wherein the value of culture is integrated
in the grand stream of the ecological spirit of Nature. In the Late

Joseon Dynasty, Daesoon Thought paid attention to the Great
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Opening (BH#) to secure the people’s livelihoods and it offered
edification concerning anti—feudalism in a dimension of realistic
awareness which guided people’s lives. The process of the Great
Opening functions as a process for the world of the Reordering
Works of Heaven and Earth (JJt#hZ33%) which culminate in the
experience the Earthly Paradise (M5 _EAl#%) of the Later World
(#K). In the cultural ecologism of Daesoon Thought, this course
is equivalent to a process of Haewon (grievance—resolution) in
the sense of dissolution and reconciliation. From the wide
umbrella of cultural ecologism, consequently, it is possible to say
that Daesoon Thought can arrive at the reality of the Earthly
Paradise (Mo _EAll%%) through the Great Opening of the Later World,
in which human beings can enjoy the infinite vitality of the

universe from within their own finite vitality.
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