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A Development Plan for Siru-san Trail in Jeongeup
City, Jeonbuk Province (Tentatively Named ‘Trail of
Mutual Beneficence’)

Kim Jin-young
Adjunct Professor, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Siru—san (Mount Steamer—on—Cauldron, or in Sino—Korean as
Jeungsan ®hIl) is one of the representative sacred sites of
Daesoon Jinrithoe and is located near the place where Jeungsan
manifested. Several anecdotes related to Siru—san are recorded in
The Canonical Scripture, and the honorific title Jeungsan itself
originates from the Sino—Korean name of this mountain, which in
Pure Korean is known as Siru—san. Considering this historical
background, it is essential to preserve and develop its religious
and cultural symbolism during the creation of Siru—san Trail
(tentatively named Sangsaeng—gil). Establishing a pilgrimage route
that includes key sacred sites, such as Jeungsan's birthplace, and
actively promoting it will enable visitors to deeply understand the
historical and spiritual significance of Siru—san. Additionally,
hosting religious ceremonies and festivals will provide visitors
with spiritual and cultural experiences, further strengthening the

area’s local identity.



Jeongeup possesses significant potential to revitalize the local
economy by effectively utilizing tourism resources centered around
Siru—san. Visitors walking the Siru—san Trail can appreciate the
breathtaking natural scenery, visit historically significant sites, and
gain opportunities for spiritual growth. This journey goes beyond
mere sightseeing, combining religious and cultural experiences into
a meaningful pilgrimage. The Sangsaeng—gil can serve as a
platform to widely promote the religious heritage of Daesoon
Jinrthoe while also functioning as an educational space for
practitioners of the faith.

Furthermore, the development of Siru—san Trail can expand
economic opportunities for local residents by attracting tourists.
Selling regional specialties, developing culinary tourism content,
and revitalizing lodging businesses will generate additional income.
Providing visitors with opportunities to experience Jeongeup's
nature and cultural heritage will also enhance the city’s brand
value. If Siru—san Trail is linked with the nearby Donghak
Peasant Revolution Memorial Hall, the historical and cultural
significance of Jeongeup will be further enriched. This initiative is
expected to be more than just a tourism project; it will serve as
an important foundation for reflecting on history and establishing

Jeongeup’s identity as a forward—looking city.

Keywords: Jeungsan, Siru-san (Mount Steamer-on-Cauldron, &fLL),
Sangsaeng Trail (Trail of Mutual Beneficence), Mungbean
Flower Trail, Jeon Bong-Jun, Jeongeup, local revitalization
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