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mAbstract

Acceptance and Transformation of Zhu Xi’s
Academic System in Daesoon Thought

Park Byung-mann

Senior Researcher, Sungkyun Institute for Confucian Studies and
East Asian Philosophy, Sungkyunkwan University

This article aims to discover how Zhu Xi's academic system
was accepted and transformed in Daesoon Thought. In the base of
Daesoon Thought, it has core essences of traditions spanning
Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism. The academic system of Zhu
Xi, who completed his own field of Neo—Confucianism that bears
his namesake (4&1#%), is also found in Daesoon Thought and can
be examined in terms of the extent to which its doctrines are
accepted and transformed in that new context. Zhu Xi's
annotations in Variorum FEdition of the Analects of Confucius
Giattiat) and Huangiijingshishu (S4BFEHE) and famous sayings
such as “KPAT [Heaven opens at the period of the Rat ()],
HolggA T [Earth opens at the period of the Ox ()], ARG
[Humankind starts at the period of the Tiger (%%)]” are described
from the aspect of cosmological birth and growth based on Shao
Yong's theory of Yuan—hui—yun—shi (Or@sdEtE). In Daesoon
Thought, Jeungsan changed the Chinese character ‘& (birth)’ in
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the third phrase to ‘2 (rise)’ thereby transforming the previous
description to indicate a status occurring at certain times of the
day. Also, regarding the terms ‘JE%% (numinous emptiness)’, ‘&
(wise—awareness)’, and ‘] (bright divinity)’, which originally
indicated the original nature of the mind such as its appearance
and function, Jeungsan altered them to be terms within his Degree
Number (Z#%) theory which indicated certain periods.

Jeungsan's Hyeonmu—gyeong (ZEBRE, The Scripture of the
Black Tortoise) contains mirror image writings of the names of
various talismans (fF, sign) and three talismans of ‘FF#EfT (the
talisman for the numinous emptiness)’, ‘FM£F (the talisman for
wise—awareness)’, and ‘PATF (the talisman for bright divinity),
each of which has the phrase ‘the Nine Curves of Wuyi Mountain
()" written inside them. Zhu Xi wrote a poem Wauyizhaoge
(BT with the subject of the Nine Curves of Wuyi Mountain.
When the followers of Taegeuk—do (AA#3E) and Daesoon Jinrihoe
tried to understand the phrase, the Nine Curves of Wuyi
Mountain, they interpreted that Jeungsan used the phrase to show
the Degree Number about how his teachings will develop, and
arranged his Reordering Works based on the contents of that
poem. Also, in Daesoon Thought, Zhu Xi's ideas regarding Taiji
(K##%) and Wuji (#4%) are understood as the law of cosmic
works, and the word Daesoon is defined as conveying the same
ideas of Taiji and Wuji. Furthermore, it is found that the words
Taiji and Wuji are creatively used in the names of religious

orders, such as Mugeuk—do and Taegeuk—do.



CHEAbAlOlA AL SEE MIAIC] =80t H& / 2HHETH 263

Keywords: Daesoon Thought, Zhu Xi, numinous emptiness (Ji%),
wise-awareness (%14#), bright divinity (i), Taiji (AA),
the Nine Curves of Wuyi Mountain (5% /L)
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