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mAbstract

The Korean Adaptation of The Scripture of the Jade
Pivot in the Collated Commentary Edition and Its
Relevance to Daesoon Jinrihoe: Focusing on the ‘Object
of Faith’ Section in Essentials of Daesoon Jinrihoe

Choi Chi-bong

Professor, Department of Daesoon Studies, Daejin University

The formation of 7he Scripture of the Jade Pivot is presumed
to date back to the late Tang and Five Dynasties Period, and it is
estimated to have appeared no later than the Early Northern Song
Dynasty. As the text spread widely across various regions of
China during the Song and Yuan dynasties, it significantly
influenced Daoist understandings of divinity, philosophical thought,
and popular religious beliefs. Later, during the Ming Dynasty, it
was officially recognized by the royal court as a revered scripture.
In the Early Joseon Period, records indicate that it was used in
state—sponsored rituals for invoking rain.

In Korea, Bohwa Cheonjon (the Celestial Worthy of Universal
Creation) was widely revered by the common people as a deity
believed to save sentient beings and ward off misfortune. This
form of devotion persisted into the Late Joseon Period and

inevitably influenced the rise of indigenous religious movements
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that emerged in Korea during that time.

The Korean editions of 7he Scripture of the Jade Fivot can be
seen as gradually evolving under the influence of their Chinese
counterparts. However, distinct developments were also evident,
for example, the rituals devoted to the Celestial Worthy of
Universal Creation (Bohwa Cheonjon) were compiled into a section
titled Collected Works on Humanity (/mip, A#E), resulting in a
structural framework that named the scripture’s divisions as
Collected Works on Heaven (Cheomjip, X#), Collected Works on
Earth (Jijip, #%), and the aforementioned Collected Works on
Humanity. Additionally, the Korean editions include supplementary
annotations not found in earlier versions. This study focuses on
the added commentaries found in the Korean versions and
explores the connection between 7he Scripture of the Jade Pivot
and Daesoon Jinrihoe.

Through this analysis, it becomes evident that the explanatory
section on the “Object of Faith” in Essentials of Daesoon Jinrihoe
i1s closely related to the interpretations found in 7he Scripture of
the Jade Pivot with Detailed Annotations on the Scripture of the
Jade Pivotr (Sangmil Juhae Okchu Bogyeong).

In particular, certain concepts — such as interpreting thunderbolt
(‘F%) in terms of the relationship between essence and function
(cheyong, #4/]), the specific mention of June 24 in Wudang's
Instructions (Hunshi #77%), and the symbolic use of “360” to
represent the Dao — appear exclusively in 7he Detailed Annotations
on the Scripture of the Jade Pivor, further emphasizing the textual

correlation between the two works.
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