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@ Abstract

A Study on the Foundational Modemity of Sangsaeng
Ethics in Daesoon Thought: Focusing on Kant’s
Model of the Moral Subject and Rational Faith

Kim Dae-hyeon
Visiting Professor, Myongji University

The system of ethics known as Sangsaeng Ethics (FHAfEE)
within Daesoon Thought is a modern ethical theory of moral
subjects that aims to balance faith and reason. Ethics by external
power can be said to be based on the reciprocal hierarchy between
the ruler and the governed, but a community guided by the
autonomy of the moral subject would be based on Mutual
Beneficence between the subjects. The moral subject seeks to
grasp God as a moral entity rather than a power ruler, and to
realize its moral metaphysical essence from a human position. This
can be said to be a modern rise in which all individuals have
reached the status of a legislator from a medieval dominance—based
perspective.

Kant’s modern orientation toward the unity of humankind's
practical reason and God's order becomes a model that can
fundamentally grasp the Sangsaeng Ethics found in Daesoon

Thought. The concepts of Harmonious Union between Divine
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Beings and Human Beings @it A##{t) and Human Nobility (A%
injon) in Daesoon Thought mean the Sangsaeng unity between God
and humankind call for the recognition that each individual is an
independent universe unto itself. This can be understood through
Kant’s modern principle, which resets the relationship between
God and humankind in order to lead individuals who obeyed
authority to evolve into autonomous moral subjects.

Sangsaeng Ethics in Daesoon Thought is realized by equality
among subjects. It refers to an ethical system that is
individual—centered and modern in which all humans recognize
each other as independents with the moral capacity of God, and
morality is realized by communication in accordance with
Sangsaeng (#H4:) between individuals practicing free will, rather

than relying on only duty and punishment.

Keywords: Sangsaeng Ethics, moral (rational) belief, moral subjects,
modernity, Harmonious Union between Divine Beings and
Human Beings (iif A##{L), Human Nobility (A %)
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