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mAbstract

Catholic-Protestant Debates during the Korean Empire
Period: An Analysis of “A Fortuitous Dialogue”

in Bogam

Lee Hyo-jin
Ph.D. Candidate, Religious Studies, Seoul National University

This article examines the Catholic—Protestant debates during the
Korean Empire period through Bogam (%#5§), a Catholic magazine
published first in 1906. In particular, this article focuses on the
serialized article “A Fortuitous Dialogue,” which began in 1907 —a
time when Protestantism had begun to surpass Catholicism in
terms of growth in Korea.

By analyzing the dialogue between a Catholic and a Protestant
within that serialized piece, this study identifies three Kkey
arguments employed by the Catholic side in defense of its
doctrinal legitimacy. First, while Protestantism was founded by an
individual, Martin Luther, Catholicism claims to have been directly
established by Jesus, and therefore, asserted itself as the true
church. Second, although the Bible is of great importance, it is not
the sole channel through which Jesus' teachings are transmitted;
the apostles and the Church also played essential roles in

preserving the faith. Third, Peter was viewed as the foundational
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rock entrusted by Jesus with authority over the Church, and the
Pope was regarded as his legitimate successor.

While references to scripture and the papacy are made in
response to Protestant critiques, criticism of Luther represents a
more proactive attempt to assert dominance in the debate over
religious legitimacy. From the Catholic perspective, Luther’s
Reformation was seen as a rupture in the apostolic succession
that links Jesus, Peter, and the Pope.

Based on this analysis, the study reexamines Bogam as an
underutilized historical source and contributes to expanding the
scope of research on Catholic—Protestant polemics in early

20th—century Korea.

Keywords: Bogam, “A Fortuitous Dialogue”, Catholicism, Protestantism,
legitimacy, Martin Luther, The Pope
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