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@ Abstract

Jeungsan’s Concept of Central Studies:
The Convergent Horizon of Western, Northemn,
Eastern, and Southern Studies in the Ideological

History of North-Jeolla Province

Kim Ik-du

Professor Emeritus, Jeonbuk National University

The history of Jeonbuk thought was based on ideological thought
of Mahan (f5##) that advocated for integrating Heaven, Earth, and
Humankind (K AAG—EA) and Pungryu thought (JEGREA) during
the Three Kingdoms Period.

Based on the Maitreya thought, which was foreign in the Three
Kingdoms period, through the Northern and Southern dynasties, the
ideal of integrating Zen Buddhism and Doctrinal Buddhism (Zifia—
) as advocated by Venerable Baegun (FH1ZERIfY) emerged during
the Goryeo Dynasty. In the early Joseon Dynasty, the Confucian
system of thought known as Pungnyu and the idea of democratic
grandeur both emerged. In the late Joseon Dynasty, Iljae Yi Hang's
practical system of thought advanced both the theory of the
Oneness of Moral Principle and Vital Force (FRE—#Et) and
Internal Alchemical thought (PNFHEAD arose, and Cheong—ha Kwon
Guk—jung’'s practical and convergent missionary ideology also
emerged.
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The history of Jeonbuk thought, which has been oriented toward
substantive theory rather than nominal theory, even in the midst of
a new modern and contemporary ideological and historical whirlpool
that was very different from the existing traditional society of that
period, based on the developmental achievements of the history of
Jeonbuk thought before modern and contemporary times, developed
Northern Studies (At in response to the Western Studies (PHEH).
It further created Donghak (HEL Eastern Studies) to overcame the
limitations of Northern Studies, and reached the horizon of Southern
Studies (F9EY) to overcome the limitations of Donghak.

This development of modern and contemporary thought eventually
led to the development of Jeungsan thought (HRIIEA), named
after Jeungsan (secular name: Gang [l—soon ZE—%) who pioneered
the horizon of Central Studies (1E%), a system of thought that
integrated the Western, Northern, Eastern, and Southern traditions.
He called it ‘Cheonji Gongsa (KHhZSZh the Reordering Works of
Heaven and Earth).” The main areas of this paradigm consist of
the Reordering Work of Destined Degree Numbers GEEIAH), the
Reordering Work of Divine Beings (iHAg9%), and the Reordering
Work of the Dao of Humankind (AGEZ39%). And the core of this idea
was the idea of Haewon (fi#% Resolving Grievances), Sansaeng (#
)= Mutual Beneficence), Daedong (KI] the Great Commonwealth).

keywords: Central Studies ("1£%), Cheonji Gongsa (KHEZAFY), Haewon
(/%%), Sansaeng (#7), Daedong (KI)
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