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@ Abstract

The Meaning of the Thought and Religious
Movement of Jeungsan Originating in Jeonbuk:
Ideological Transformation and Religious Practice in
the Aftermath of the Donghak Peasant Movement

Cha Seon-keun

Professor, Department of Daesoon Studies, Daejin University

This study examines two ‘earthquakes” that shook Jeollabuk—do
Province in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries —the
Donghak Peasant Movement and Kang Jeungsan's religious
movement —demonstrating that the latter manifested an ideological
transformation and social practice fundamentally distinct from the
former. Whereas the Donghak Peasant Movement that unfolded in
the Jeonbuk region constituted an armed struggle for political and
social reform under the banner of anti—feudalism and anti—foreign
imperialism, Jeungsan's thought and religious movement, which
emerged in the same region during the same period, represented a
practice of transcendent and transhistorical cosmic renewal that
sought to reorganize the cosmic order and human life through
SangSaeng (M4, mutual beneficence). Put simply, the two

movements stand in contrast: the Donghak Peasant Movement
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aspired to social ‘reform” (%, Gaehyeok), while Jeungsan's
religious movement envisioned religious cosmic ‘renewal” (i,
Gaebyeok: the Great Opening).

The significance of Jeungsan's religious movement lies in its
aim to reconstruct Korea’s existential foundation and to preserve
and develop its identity through the moral practice of Haewon—
sangsaeng (A%, the Resolution of Grievances for Mutual
Beneficence) and Boeun—sangsaeng CGHJEMA:, the Reciprocation of
Favor for Mutual Beneficence) oriented toward Gaebyeok (B,
the Great Opening). In this context, Jeungsan's Sangsaeng Thought
and religious movement, which originated in the Jeollabuk—do
region, warrant re—examination as a fierce, autonomous effort
made within Korean society. Amidst the upheaval characterized by
colonial modernity and the rapid influx of Western civilization, it
represented a struggle to establish a direction for life in direct
confrontation with the grim reality of the times.

It must be further emphasized that while Confucianism, Buddhism,
and Daoism were foreign religious traditions introduced from outside
Korea, Jeungsan's thought and religious movement constituted a
peace—based philosophy and religious movement that originated
indigenously in Korea—a fact that should not be overlooked. If one
were to designate institutionalized forms of Korean native religion
beyond the level of folk belief as “K—religion,” its representative
should be found in Jeungsan's religious movement, for Daesoon
Jinrithoe, the largest existing Korean ethnic religion, is precisely the

product of Jeungsan's religious movement.
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