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Not a whit. We defy augury. There is special providence
in the fall of a sparrow. If it be now, ’tis not to come; if
it be not to come, it will be now; if it be not now, yet it
will come. The readiness is all. Since no man, of aught he
leaves, knows aught, what is’t to leave bedtimes? Let be.
(5.2.215-220)
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On the contrary, they seem to express that kind of
religious resignation which, however beautiful in one
aspect, really deserves the name of fatalism rather than
that of faith in Providence, because it is not united to any
determination to do what is believed to be the will of
Providence.13)
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Now, Hamlet, hear.

"Tis given out that, sleeping in my orchard,

A serpent stung me —so the whole ear of Denmark
Is by a forged process of my death
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Rankly abus’db—but now, thou noble youth,
The serpent that did sting thy father’s life
Now wears his crown. (1.5.34-40)
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Alas, poor Yorick. I knew him, Horatio, a fellow of
infinite jest, of most excellent fancy. He hath bore me on
his back a thousand times, and now—how abhorred in
my Imagination it 1s. My gorge rises at it. Here hung
those lips that I have kissed I know not how oft. Where
be your gibes now, your gambols, your songs,
flashes of merriment, that were wont to set the table on
a roar? Not one now to mock your own grinning? Quite
chop—fallen? Now get you to my lady's chamber and tell
her, let her paint an inch thick, to this favour she must

come. Make her laugh at that. (5.1.178-89)
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His greatness weigh'd, his will is not his own.
For he himself is subject to his birth:
He may not, as unvalu'd person do,
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Carve for himself, for on his choice depends
The sanity and health of this whole state;

And therefore must his choice be circumscrib’d
Unto the voice and yielding of the body
Whereof he is the head. (1.3.17-24)
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The rugged Pyrrhus, he whose sable arms,

Black as his purpose, did the night resemble
When he lay couched in the ominous horse,

Hath now this dread and black complexion smear’d
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With heraldry more dismal. Head to foot

Now is he total gules, horridly trick’'d

With blood of fathers, mothers, daughters, sons,
Bak'd and impasted with the parching streets,
That lend a tyrannous and a damned light

To their lord’s murder. Roasted in wrath and fire,
And thus o’ersized with coagulate gore,

With eyes like carbuncles, the hellish Pyrrhus
Old grandsire Priam seeks. (2.2. 448-460)
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mAbstract

The Tragic Structure of Hamlet and the Resolution
of Won (Grievance): Based on the Principle

of Haewon Sangsaeng

Rim Do-hyun
Professor, Department of English Language & Literature

This study conducts a comparative analysis of Shakespeare’s
Hamlet through the lens of Daesoon Thought, a native Korean
philosophy, to identify the root causes of its tragedy and explore
new Interpretative possibilities through the principle of Haewon
Sangsaeng (the Resolution of Grievances for Mutual Beneficence).
While traditional Western criticism focuses on Christian providence
and Buddhist interpretations address the problem of attachment,
this article re—examines the work through the structural
framework of the “occurrence and resolution of Won (grievances).”

Above all, this study evaluates Hamlet’s revenge from the
perspectives of Christian conscience and Buddhist karmic law,
confirming that his actions inevitably lead to a cycle of violence
and negative karma. Moving into the core of Daesoon Thought, the
study compares Hamlet’s situation to the grievance of Danju. The
frustration and resentment Danju experienced regarding throne

succession mirror Hamlet's tragedy of losing both his father and
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his throne to his uncle. Daesoon Thought regards Danju’s
grievance as the “origin of grievances’ in human history, which
initiated the era of Sanggeuk (Mutual Contention).

In this context, Hamlet's bloody revenge is viewed not as a
heroic act of justice, but as a manifestation of the limitations of
Jaemin Hyeokse (reforming the world through calamity), which
invites further disaster. Hamlet's tragedy arises not from a failure
to eliminate evil, but from his inability to transcend the logic of
Sanggeuk, where evil is repaid with evil.

In conclusion, this study emphasizes that overcoming Hamlet’s
tragedy requires the Dao of Hwamin Jeongse (transforming and
stabilizing the world through the virtue of loving life) rather than
the “art of hegemony.” This encounter between Shakespearean
tragedy and Eastern Sangsaeng philosophy suggests a universal
solution to break the cycle of revenge and move toward peaceful

deliverance.

Keywords: Hamlet, Daesoon Thought, Haewon Sangsaeng, Won (Grievances),
Danju, Jaemin Hyeokse, Hwamin Jeongse
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