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The Namative of “Daeseonghyo Isebumo” in
Samguk Yusa and Its Buddhistic Filial Piety

Jung Chun-koo

Research Professor, Pusan National University

In medieval East Asia, Confucianism and Buddhism long debated
the issue of filial piety. The “Hyoseon” (Z%3£ Filial Piety and
Good Deeds) section of the Samguk Yusa (=Biiig%) explores this
issue. “Daeseonghyo Isebumo” (K= 14Kt “Daeseong’s Filial
Piety towards His Parents Spanned His Past and Present Lives”)
is particularly noteworthy for its vivid portrayal of not only
Buddhist filial piety but also the relationship between filial piety
and good deeds. This article analyzes the narrative to summarize
its core structure and interprets the specific good deeds and acts
of filial piety embodied therein, as well as the relationship and
significance of the two, from a Buddhist philosophical perspective.

“Daeseonghyo Isebumo” consists of two main narratives. The
first narrative recounts how poor Daeseong, after hearing a
written prayer chanted by the great monk Jeomgae, donated all
the land he had earned through his labor to a wealthy family, thus
leading to his rebirth into a wealthy family. This narrative follows

the structure of “prayer — almsgiving —rebirth.” The second
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narrative recounts how Daeseong, after being reborn, killed a bear,
which led to the founding of Jangsusa Temple. This act inspired a
vow of compassion, leading to the construction of Seokbulsa
Temple and Bulguksa Temple, and the carving of Buddhist statues.
This narrative follows the structure of “destroying life—a vow of
compassion — almsgiving.”

While the two narratives share the theme of almsgiving, their
nature, meaning, and relationship to filial piety differ due to their
different events. The first act of almsgiving was performed solely
out of a desire to break the cycle of poverty, an act without even a
thought of filial piety. This act of almsgiving is a good deed enacted
out of self—interest. However, his mother also achieved a life of
wealth and honor, and thereby his filial piety was realized later, as
a secondary act. The second act of almsgiving involved building
temples and carving a Buddhist statue. This was the fulfillment of a
deep—seated wish to save all living beings in the world, while also
performing filial piety to parents in both his past and present lives.
This demonstrates that good deeds are a form of filial piety. These
two acts of almsgiving, both self—sufficiency and altrusim, faithfully
embody the basic doctrines of Buddhism and demonstrate how
Buddhistic filial piety, distinct from Confucian filial piety, is
established.

Keywords: past life, present life, prayer, almsgiving, rebirth, destroying

life, a vow of compassion
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