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mAbstract

Sin Hudam’s Palgachongpyeong: Critiquing
the Hundred Schools and the Formation of
Self-Understanding within a Late Joseon Confucian

Park Ji-hyun
Visiting Researcher, Institute of Philosophy, Seoul National University

This article examines the structure and critical methodology of
Palgachongpyeong (J\F#EF, General Review of the Eight Schools)
by Sin Hudam (1702-1761), a Confucian scholar of late Joseon, in
order to explore his philosophical reflection on the Hundred
Schools of Thought and the formation of his scholarly self—
understanding. While Joseon Confucians generally regarded the
Hundred Schools as heterodox traditions positioned in contrast to
orthodox Confucianism, Sin sought to move beyond simple rejection
or acceptance by classifying and reconfiguring each school within a
framework of affirmation and negation. He understood the
emergence of the Hundred Schools in relation to the historical
process following the decline of the Zhou royal house, during
which the existing political order disintegrated and intellectual
authority became dispersed. In this context, various schools
advanced new doctrines to justify and implement political rule.
Based on this perspective, Sin argued that the Hundred Schools
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shared a common origin with the Way of Confucianism, but
diverged into the categories of gong (2, normative and
non—particularistic) and s/ (%, particularistic) according to their
modes of development. This distinction provided the basis for his
evaluation of their doctrines and for his attempt to reaffirm the
normative status of Confucianism without placing it on the same
level as other schools. As an early work completed between the
ages of eighteen and twenty—three, Palgachongpyeong reflects a
transitional phase in which Sin organized his intellectual
explorations and sought to establish a Confucian, classics—centered
scholarly orientation. Through critical engagement with diverse
traditions, he rearticulated the philosophical and ethical legitimacy
of Confucianism and, in doing so, formed his own scholarly
self—understanding. Thus, ZFalgachongpyeong can be read not
merely as a critique of the Hundred Schools, but as a text that
demonstrates the reconstruction of Confucianism and the formation
of scholarly identity within the historical context of the

reconfiguration of intellectual authority.

Keywords: Shin Hudam, Palgachongpyeong (/\ZKi:F), Hundred Schools
of Thought, categories of positive and negative, Late Joseon
Dynasty, self-understanding, intellectual authority

 EERTY C 2006.0227. AARERY : 2026.03.12. AMEAY 1 2026.03.25 |

it




