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mAbstract

A Study on the Religious Symbolism of
the Reordering Work of Mulhwa-sangtong (Mutual
Exchange of Goods and Currencies) as a ‘New Law
of Life’ in Daesoon Thought

Choi Jeong-rak
Ph.D., Department of Philosophy, Korea University

This study elucidates the religious symbolism inherent in the
“Reordering Work of Mulhwa—sangtong (WyEALHE Mutual Exchange
of Goods and Currencies) as a New Law of Life” within the broader
context of Jeungsan's Cheonji—gongsa (JHZ4: Reordering Works).
To this end, the study first analyzes the conceptual structures of
Mulhwa—sangtong and the “New Law of Life.” Based on an analysis
of Joseon Dynasty literature, this article confirms that Mulhwa was
a universal concept encompassing all goods and currencies, and
Mulhwa—sangtong represented an economic order aimed at the free
exchange of resources both domestically and internationally.
Especially, building on Jeungsan’'s designation of this system as a
“New Law of Life,” the study explores the ideological possibility
of the order of Sangsaeng (Mutual Beneficence) being established
as a universal lifestyle for the Later World.

Based on this understanding, the article analyzes the symbolism of
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the well, the water jar (5% muldok), and water featured in the
Reordering  Work. The well is interpreted as the productive
foundation of a community, and the water within is identified as
Mulhwa (Wpi%), representing concrete goods and currency condensed
from communal effort. Furthermore, the water jar, which stores and
mixes water from various wells, is defined as a medium for
distribution and a space for fusion. Through this, the study clarifies
how the principle of Sangsaeng—which excludes monopoly and
ensures the equitable exchange and integration of each community’s
assets—is manifested as a religious act.

Furthermore, this research observes that the principle of
Mulhwa—sangtong 1s being progressively realized through the
hyper—connected society of the modern era. The sharing of
Mulhwa facilitated by information and communication technology is
interpreted as a process of resolving economic grievances and
grafting the value of Haewon—sangsaeng (fEFHMIE the Resolution
of Grievances and Mutual Beneficence) onto contemporary
civilization. This implies a convergence into a universal order in
the Later World envisioned by Daesoon Thought, where all people
equitably enjoy the benefits of civilization.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that the Reordering Work
of Mulhwa—sangtong as a New Law of Life embodies the value of
harmony, seeking civilizational stability through the balanced fusion
of Mulhwa among communities. Mulhwa—sangtong transcends the
dimensions of mere material exchange; it signifies that communication
itself is the mode of existence and a practical behavioral norm for
the people of the Later World. By providing these clarifications, this

research seeks to envision the establishment of a universal order in
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the Later World and lay a scholarly foundation for grafting the

principles of Sangsaeng onto modern civilization.

Keywords: Cheonji-gongsa (the Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth),
Mulhwa (Goods and Currencies), Mulhwa-sangtong (the Mutual
Exchange of Goods and Currencies), New Law of Life, Well
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