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mAbstract

Utsunomiya Tard’s Perceptions of Religion and
His Relationships with Religious Figures around
the March 1st Movement: Focusing on the Diary of

Utsunomiya Taro

Koh Ma-rie
Ph.D. Candidate, Religious Studies, Seoul National University

This study examines how Utsunomiya Tarc (TFHFEARR),
Commander of the Japanese Army in Joseon (Korea), perceived
and sought to utilize religion in the field of colonial rule around
the March First Movement of 1919. Drawing primarily on his
diary, it argues that Utsunomiya did not regard Korean resistance
simply as a riotous disturbance, but wunderstood it as a
consequence of Japan's failure to adequately manage public
sentiment after annexation. From this perspective, he came to
view religion as one of the most effective mediating resources
through which the emotions and social sentiments of Koreans could
be approached and guided, rather than as a purely spiritual domain.
On that basis, he established contacts with a range of religious
figures, including Kwon Dong—jin (#E#igF) of Cheondogyo (FSH
#0), Kim Sang—seol (AHi) of Cheongrimgyo (F5#M%k), and
Murakami Tadayoshi (¥ EMEi5) and Kim Rin (%) of the Joseon
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Mission of the Nihon Kumiai Kyokai (Japanese Congregational
Church), while exploring the possibility of using religious
networks to grasp popular sentiment and stabilize colonial rule.
Yet his approach was marked by a fundamental limitation.
Although he outwardly spoke of harmony and integration between
Japanese and Koreans, he did not recognize Korean autonomy or
the independence of religion as such. Religion was not treated as
an autonomous sphere of belief and practice but was reduced to a
medium through which imperial order might be internalized. This
study therefore does not interpret Utsunomiya’s religious ideas
and contacts as a fully institutionalized colonial religious policy.
Rather, it reads them as an experimental mode of colonial
reasoning formed in the aftermath of the March 1st Movement,
one that simultaneously revealed the asymmetrical premises and
inner contradictions of imperial rule. In doing so, this article seeks
to move the study of colonial religious policy beyond institutional
history and toward a closer examination of the perceptions,
negotiations, and tensions that emerged at the actual site of

governance.

Keywords: Korea’s Japanese colonial period, Utsunomiya Tard, March
Ist Movement, religious policy, Cheondogyo, Cheongrimgyo,
Nihon Kumiai Kyokai
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