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40) Ibid, pp.631-632.

41) Ibid, pp.640-644.

42) Records of the General Conference of the Protestant Missionaries of China,
held at Shanghai, May 7-20 (Shanghai: American Presbyterian Mission Press,
1890), pp.654-655.

43) 1Ibid, p.692.
44) 1Tbid, p.701.
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SJalr, ‘At Ao Al WA (Psh Holeb gtk niele] ARe
FAH o7 HAsK= Ao nRe|HRdu). Records of the General Conference
of the Protestant Missionaries of China, held at Shanghai, May 7-20
(Shanghai: American Presbyterian Mission Press, 1890), p.660, pp.690-702.

46) Ibid, pp.690-691. I-LHHiki, 1839~1898)> T Ad-&3|e %7] Tl A
A 5 sholal AslolollA] gEdt Auatoltk, 3= 1854 ml=rol] {813t 9, &
o] Bole} BIAIR Uyl 18700 A AES W A3 Hanlz &
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48) & &, pp.246-255.

49) =JqH 7HEY AuAlEY] ogfgh /14 Fo] B4 9 Oﬁbﬁol =,
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and Europe (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2008), pp.169-172.
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51) James Jackson, “Ancestor Worship,” China Centenary Missionary Conference
Records: held at Shanghai, April 25 to May 8 1907 (New York: American
Tract Society, 1907), p.215.

52) Ibid, pp.216-217.
53) Ibid, pp.220-221.
54) Ibid, p.229.
55) Ibid, p.240.
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56) Ibid, pp.240-242. 1= FEAE] w] B= 35719 dAR “eRXEhe BE AR
55 9Jste](For All the Saints Who from Their Labors Rest)”, “2 Yo]oj(O
Paradise)”, “dll5= ot & ¥l FHAsleep in Jesus, Blessed Sleep)” 52
AL T3, FRoujolA FEEe 4 FERE Al 1, 15, 39, 40, 146,
1499, 0|22 374 124, thijel 124 2-3%, S} 134 144, 2888 54
254, tAEYU7A 4% 13-184 & AT

57) Ibid, p.239.

58) A& g3 Zt) “we give Thee hearty thanks for the good examples of
all those Thy servants, who having finished their course in faith, do now
rest from their labours.” Ibid, p.241; “we, Thy needy creatures, humbly
thank Thee that from of old Thou hast planted in the hearts of our
forefathers many holy desires, revealed to them many good counsels, and in
their lives manifested many good works.” Ibid, p.242.

59) “O Heavenly Father, who hast given us a commandment in Thy law that
children should honour their fathers and mothers, inspire us, we beseech
Thee, with Thy Holy Spirit, that we may reverence and honour our parents
not only with our outward behaviour but with the unfeigned affection of our
hearts; that we may love them, obey them, pray for them, and help them as
much as lieth in our power[#18F FAl= <182} 7321 Ibid, p.243.
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60) Ibid, pp.242-243.
61) Ibid, pp.243-244.
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62) China Centenary Missionary Conference records: held at Shanghai, April 25
to May 8 New York: American Tract Society, 1907), pp.623-624.

63) Ibid, p.614.
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mAbstract

The Paradox of Sincerity and the Debate over

Ancestral Rites among Protestant Missionaries in

China: Focusing on the Missionary Conferences
of 1877-1907

Oh Joon-hyeok
Ph.D. Candidate, Religious Studies, Seoul National University

This study examines how Protestant missionaries in China
understood and debated ancestral rites during the three major
missionary conferences held between the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries (1877, 1890, 1907). It traces how the
Protestant emphasis on the semiotic ideology of sincerity led to a
ritual reconfiguration. At the core of the Protestant tradition lies
an ideal of sincerity as the congruence between inner faith and
outward expression. This ideal insists that true belief must
originate from an individual's voluntary and transparent inner
conviction rather than from external coercion or formal repetition.
In the Chinese mission field, this notion of sincerity crucially
shaped missionaries” interpretation of ancestral rituals.

Specifically, at the 1877 conference, missionaries characterized

the core motive of ancestral rites not as filial piety (£ x720) but
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as “fear,” thus condemning outward forms such as bowing and
offering sacrifices as superstitious and immoral. The 1890
conference witnessed intense debate over whether the form of the
rite could be separated from the performer’s intention. Despite a
few voices of tolerance, most missionaries argued that the ritual
forms were historically and theologically corrupted and therefore
could not embody pure intention. By 1907, the discussions
culminated in efforts to reconstruct the Confucian virtue of filial
plety within a Christian framework. Proposals included replacing
ancestral tablets with memorial plaques, substituting sacrificial
offerings with charitable donations, and introducing memorial
services. All of these were attempts to eliminate problematic
forms while creating new Protestant ones that could express
“true” remembrance.

In conclusion, the missionaries’ debate over ancestral rites was
not merely a product of cultural prejudice or suppression but a
reflection of the tension inherent in the Protestant semiotic
ideology of sincerity. It represents an effort to reconcile this

1deology through the creation of new ritual practices.

Keywords: sincerity, ancestral rituals, Protestant missionaries in China,
semiotic ideology, missionary conferences
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