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@ Abstract

Ethics of Companion Citizenship and the Practice of
Coexistence: From Individual Survival to a Network
of Sangsaeng

Kim Dug-sam
Professor, College of Liberal Arts for SangSaeng, Daejin University

This study proposes ‘companion citizenship” as a vital alternative
to overcome the civilizational crises of the 21st—century
hyperconnected society, grounded in the philosophical framework of
“Humanistic Connectivity Theory.” In an era when information and
communication technologies link everything in real—time, humans
are no longer isolated, atomistic individuals; instead, they have
become members of a global “disaster community” sharing collective
threats such as climate change and pandemics. Conventional
human—centric and nation—state—based citizenship models have
reached their limits in addressing these interconnected global
challenges.

To address this, the research reinterprets Eastern relational
philosophies—including Daoist “Qi” and Buddhist “Dependent
Origination’—through the modern network paradigm of
“Node—Edge—Field.” This approach facilitates a shift toward a
relational ontology, where existence is defined not by individual

substance but by connective structures. Based on this model, this
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study identifies three levels of ethical responsibility for the
companion citizen: “Existence Responsibility” (Node), “Relationship
Responsibility” (Edge), and “Structural Responsibility” (Field).
Furthermore, the article advocates for the expansion of
humanity beyond the human species to include ecological systems
and technological entities like Artificial Intelligence (AI) as
“companion beings.” By recognizing the suffering of the “Other”
transmitted through hyperconnected networks as one's own,
humanity can evolve toward “cosmic citizenship.” Ultimately, the
practice of companion citizenship aims for a ‘Field Change”
strategy, transforming competitive environments into structures of
mutual prosperity and coexistence. This serves as a fundamental
survival strategy and humanistic guide for a sustainable future

civilization.

Keywords: Hyperconnected Society, Connectivity Theory, Companion
Citizenship, Disaster Community, Node-Edge-Field, Cosmic
Citizenship, Relational Ontology
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