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@ Abstract

Trends in the Representation of Jeungsanism in
Textbooks and Future Challenges: Focusing on High
School ‘Ethics and Thought’ Textbooks

Lee Ho-yeol
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Daesoon Studies, Daejin University

This study analyzes the background of Jeungsanism’s inclusion
in high school ‘Ethics and Thought’ textbooks following the 2007
curriculum revision, examines itS representation across successive
curriculum periods, and proposes directions for future educational
improvement.

Three complex factors contributed to its inclusion. First, the
spread of religious pluralism prompted by UNESCO's ‘Universal
Declaration on Cultural Diversity’ (2001) created a favorable
environment for new religious movements. Second, the Korean Wave
generated growing interest in Korean Studies, leading to expanded
government support for research on national religious thought. Third,
the strengthening of nationalist historical consciousness in response
to Japan's history textbook distortions and China’s Northeast Project
exerted their direct influences on the 2007 curriculum reform.

Examined by curriculum period, Jeungsanism first appeared in

the 2007 revision and expanded to five publishers in the 2009
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revision with increasingly detailed descriptions. However, following
the 2015 revision, the rise of post—nationalist discourse reduced
both the number of publishers and the volume of content. In the
2022 revision, the entire unit on “Korea’s Indigenous Ethical
Thought” was eliminated amid a comprehensive restructuring
accompanying the introduction of the high school credit system.

Textbook analysis revealed several limitations, including factual
errors inconsistent with the essence of Jeungsanism, systematic
omission of ‘boeurr (&, the grateful reciprocation of beneficence),
inaccurate descriptions of ‘Aucheon seongyeong (HEFKAIFE the realm
of immortals in the Later World), and the problem with the term
‘new religion.’

To address these limitations, this study proposes systematic
research on the ethics of ‘sangsaengd (A14:, mutual beneficence),
investigation of Jeungsanism's connections to Korea's indigenous
thought, development of a digital archive, and active participation by
the new religions academic community in the curriculum revision
processes. In an era of unprecedented global interest in Korean
culture, articulating the universal value of Jeungsanism's ideals of
‘sangsaeng, harmony, and peace represents a meaningful contribution

of Korean thought to global ethical discourse.

Keywords: Jeungsan, Ethics and Thought, textbooks, haewon sangsaeng,

hucheon gaebyeok, national religions, curriculum revision
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