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@ Abstract

A Philosophical Inquiry into the ‘Minjok
(ethnonational)’ Identity of ‘Korean Minjok Religion’:
Focusing on the Ethical Implications of ‘Minjok
Autonomous Consciousness’ in Daesoon Thought

Kim Eui-seong

Researcher, Institute of Korean Philosophy & Thought

In the twenty—first century, where exclusionary nationalism,
which prioritizes national self—interest and justifies state violence,
IS once again rising across the globe, humanity finds itself
confronted with the historical challenge of broadening its horizons
through an open ‘Minjok identity. The possibility of a universal
horizon regarding the particular ‘Minjok identity that ‘Korean
Minjok Religion’ ought to pursue remains open.

How the concept of ‘Minjok in ‘Korean Minjok Religion’ is
understood and interpreted is directly linked to the contemporary
reflection on the role of ‘Korean Minjok Religion’ in this time
period. If ‘Korean Minjok Religion' does not represent a parochial
and closed worldview, a more concrete and substantive account is
now required of the ways in which it can establish an expansive
and open identity.

The ‘Minjok identity found in Daesoon Thought shares the
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broader spiritual value of ‘Minjok Autonomous Consciousness.’
‘Minjok Autonomous Consciousness’ serves as a ground for not
being confined to racial background and for remaining aligned with
the universal values of humanity. This is clearly manifested in its
ethical dimension.

The ‘Minjok identity formed from the ‘Minjok Autonomous
Consciousness’ of Daesoon Thought stands upon particularity, yet it
possesses an autonomous consciousness that does not collapse into
the exclusivity and dogmatism of ethnicity. This autonomy is
significant in that it is defined by a consciousness of being a moral
exemplar and an autonomous consciousness as the ethical practice
of ‘Resolution of Grievances (fi#%),” and is ultimately concluded by
a sense of ownership directed toward creating peace in the world.
Only when one internalizes the ‘Minjok Autonomous Consciousness,’
a will to autonomously realize the role of world peace grounded in
a consciousness of being a moral exemplar, can one advance toward
a universal identity of ‘Minjok that remains unbroken from its own

particularity.

Keywords: Nationalism, Korean Minjok (ethnonational) Religion, Minjok
Autonomous Consciousness, Ethics, Daesoon Thought
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